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February 23, 2020 

Don’t Forget My Bones 

Genesis 49:29—50:14; 22—26 
 

29 Then he gave them these instructions: ‘I am about to be  
gathered to my people. Bury me with my fathers in the cave in the field of Ephron the 
Hittite, 30 the cave in the field of  
Machpelah, near Mamre in Canaan, which Abraham bought along with the field as a 
burial place from Ephron the Hittite. 31 There Abraham and his wife Sarah were  
buried, there Isaac and his wife Rebekah were buried, and there I buried Leah. 32 The 
field and the cave in it were bought from the Hittites.’ 

33 When Jacob had finished giving instructions to his sons, he drew his feet up into 
the bed, breathed his last and was gathered to his people. 

 
50 Joseph threw himself on his father and wept over him and kissed him. 2 Then  
Joseph directed the physicians in his service to embalm his father Israel. So the  
physicians embalmed him, 3 taking a full forty days, for that was the time required for  
embalming. And the Egyptians mourned for him seventy days. 

4 When the days of mourning had passed, Joseph said to  
Pharaoh’s court, ‘If I have found favour in your eyes, speak to Pharaoh for me. Tell 
him, 5 “My father made me swear an oath and said, ‘I am about to die; bury me in the 
tomb I dug for myself in the land of Canaan.’ Now let me go up and bury my father; 
then I will return.”’ 

6 Pharaoh said, ‘Go up and bury your father, as he made you swear to do.’ 

7 So Joseph went up to bury his father. All Pharaoh’s officials accompanied him — 

the dignitaries of his court and all the dignitaries of Egypt – 8 besides all the members 

of Joseph’s household and his brothers and those belonging to his father’s house-
hold. Only their children and their flocks and herds were left in Goshen. 9 Chariots 

and horsemen also went up with him. It was a very large company. 
10 When they reached the threshing-floor of Atad, near the Jordan, they lamented  
loudly and bitterly; and there Joseph observed a seven-day period of mourning for  
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1. Don’t Forget My Bones 

Genesis 15, 49, 50 
 

1. How do we know God?    
 
 
2. Where Does Numbers Fit? 
 - the big picture: Genesis and Revelation - Bible O’view 
  - Genesis - Beginnings 
  - Exodus - out of Egypt and slavery 
  - Leviticus - what it means to be holy 
  - Numbers - pilgrims to the Promised Land 
  - Deuteronomy - entry and farewell 
  - Joshua - the conquest 
 
 
 
 - filling in the detail 
  - creation (Genesis 1, 2) 
  - fall (Genesis 3) 
  - judgement (and promise) (Genesis 3) 
  - promises to Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3) 
  - the nation in Egypt (Genesis 15, Exodus) 
  - rescued by God (Exodus 12-13, 19) 
 
 
 - inheriting the promises 
 
 
 
3. Why the Fuss about Bones? 
 - bones, land and promise 
  - Abraham’s wife Sarah died (Genesis 23:8-9, 19-20) 
  - Abraham buried there (Genesis 25:9), 
  - Isaac and Jacob buried there (Gen 49:29-32, 50:12) 
  - Joseph’s longing (Genesis 50) 



 
 - promises remembered for 400 years (Exodus 13:19) 
 
 
 - promises worth having (Exodus 14:31, 15:13, 17) 
 
 
 
4. Promises Fulfilled in Christ 
 - promises fulfilled now (Joshua 23:14) 
 
 
 
 - promises pointing to Christ (Luke 24:44-47) 
 
 
 
 
 - promises fulfilled in Christ (2 Cor 1:20) 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Bones, Promises and Us 
 - assurance - Hebrews 10: 19-25 
 
 
 
 
 - conviction - Hebrews 12:1-3 
 
 
 
 
 - expectation - Hebrews 12:22-24, 28; 13:14-16 
 



 

Genesis reading (continued from front page) 
his father. 11 When the Canaanites who lived there saw the mourning at the threshing-
floor of Atad, they said, ‘The Egyptians are holding a solemn ceremony of mourning.’ 
That is why that place near the Jordan is called Abel Mizraim. 

12 So Jacob’s sons did as he had commanded them: 13 they carried him to the land of 
Canaan and buried him in the cave in the field of Machpelah, near Mamre, which 
Abraham had bought along with the field as a burial place from Ephron the Hittite. 
14 After burying his father, Joseph returned to Egypt, together with his brothers and all 
the others who had gone with him to bury his father. 

22 Joseph stayed in Egypt, along with all his father’s family. He lived a hundred and ten 
years 23 and saw the third generation of Ephraim’s children. Also the children of Makir 
son of Manasseh were placed at birth on Joseph’s knees. 

24 Then Joseph said to his brothers, ‘I am about to die. But God will surely come to 
your aid and take you up out of this land to the land he promised on oath to Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob.’ 25 And Joseph made the Israelites swear an oath and said, ‘God will 
surely come to your aid, and then you must carry my bones up from this place.’ 

26 So Joseph died at the age of a hundred and ten. And after they embalmed him, he 
was placed in a coffin in Egypt. 

 

Acts 2:29-36 (NIV)  

29 ‘Fellow Israelites, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch  
David died and was buried, and his tomb is here to this day. 30 But he was a prophet 
and knew that God had promised him on oath that he would place one of his  
descendants on his throne. 31 Seeing what was to come, he spoke of the resurrection 
of the Messiah, that he was not abandoned to the realm of the dead, nor did his body 
see decay. 32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it. 
33 Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy 
Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear. 34 For David did not ascend to 
heaven, and yet he said 

 ‘“The Lord said to my Lord:  ‘Sit at my right hand 
 35 until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet. 

36 ‘Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this  
Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.’ 


