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Knowing Christ,  

Growing in Christ,  

Showing Christ to the World 

 

‘Social Distancing’ brings opportunity for us to come closely into God’s presence.  
Let’s rejoice in this time of worldly uncertainty, to embrace the certainty of His love 
and caring for us, and indeed the whole of His creation. 

Having online ‘church’ at your place 

We are all adjusting to necessary restrictions to our lives, and being the church 
gathered together on Sunday is just one of these changes.  
How can you make the most of your online church experience on Sunday mornings?  
Here are some tips to help you prepare and contribute to your online experience.  
Work out the spot at home where you will meet 

Just as we regularly gather on the corner of Main and Stations Streets on a  
Sunday, so pick the spot at home where you will regularly do online church. 
Probably not sitting up in bed in your PJs! Work out, as well, where the kids 
will do their learning activities, so they know the spot.  

Focusing 
Have you shut down other tabs on your device? Could the phone be put on  

silent?  Have you removed the novel you have been reading or are you sitting 
away from the jigsaw you are working on? So, minimise the distractions 

Getting ready 
Technology is not always seamless and can take time to be working as your 

friend. If our online service is from 10.00am, then maybe use time beforehand 
to set up the technology, get your cuppa, and so on. Use the time you would 
travel to church on Sunday to be ready.  Maybe you could pray just beforehand 
that the Lord would bless this time and speak to you and those viewing in their 
homes this morning.   

Getting dressed 
You could stay in your PJs, but will that help you to be in the frame of mind to  

engage with God’s word, and look forward to participating in the service?   
Grab your Bible 

Have a Bible in front of you, on your lap, on the table where you are. This will 
help you focus on the passage and keep you engaged in the text. Use the  
sermon outline to jot down notes.  Write a question that could be shared later 
in the service with everyone.  



A Thank You 
 

Dorothy Bell would like to thank all 
of those kind people who have 
prayed for her and Darren, and 
sent cards of sympathy, following 
the death of her dear husband 
Len, recently. 

Due to the Coronavirus, we are asking, if it is possible, that all  
offerings be deposited directly into the National Australia Bank  
account. 
 

The details are as follows:  For General Offerings: 
 

       National Australia Bank 
       BSB: 082 711 
       Account No:  509 786 018 
      

             For Missionary Offerings:  
     

       National Australia Bank 
       BSB: 082 711 
       Account No:  509 787 387 
If you would like to  donate by cheque, please make your cheque out to St 
Stephens Mittagong, post your offertory to  
       St Stephen’s Anglican Church  
       PO Box 633 Mittagong 2575.   
you can include a note re how you wish your offertory should be directed, to 
either General or Missionary account. Thank you 
 

If you have any questions regarding this, please feel free to  
telephone the Treasurer, Les Kirkpatrick or the Wardens, Leonie Walters, or 
Elley Shelley. 
Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

There are a number of printed copies of the MAC Update, Sermon 

Handout and Bible Study Notes, each week.  These are  

available in the foyer on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays for 

those people who would like a ‘hard’ copy, and for Bible Study 

group leaders who would like to pick up printed material for people 

in their group. 

There will also be some copies placed in a plastic box outside the 

back door of the church. 

Pantry Purchases 

We have been notified that the 

Anglicare op shop pantry in 

Bowral is no longer open for the 

duration of present limitations. 



Our regular 9am Friday prayer time will 
now be held off site, in our own homes, 
until we are given the ’all clear’ to meet 
again at church.   

 
 
 

This Sunday is known across the worldwide church as Palm Sunday. 
In the AAPB which we use at our 8am service, the following verse (collect) for 
Palm Sunday, from Psalm 24:9-10 is: 
Lift up your heads, O gates and be lifted up, O ancient doors! That the King of 
glory may come in.  Who is this King of glory?  The Lord of hosts, he is the King 
of glory  
 

One of the repeated descriptors about Jesus is King. Good kings are meant to 
protect their people for their good.  We are no doubt familiar with rulers who  
misuse their power to people’s detriment.  Whilst good rulers are never  
guaranteed, God tells us to submit to the rulers and authorities. At the moment, 
we may not like the restrictions preventing us from normal pastimes, but the  
authorities are in place to establish rules and laws for the good order of society, 
and one of those is the public’s health.  
 

When Jesus approached Jerusalem on a colt, he fulfilled the prophecy in  
Zechariah. He was acclaimed King by the people. Within days, our King did what 
only he could do. He came to his hour, defeated death in resurrection so he can 
bring his people into the life of God. He is our Servant King, who took the  
punishment for our sin. Jesus is the King who rules today, seated at God’s right 
hand, upholding the universe He made by His Word.  Nothing happens without 
his knowledge.  No circumstances are outside his control. Jesus is King who is 
bringing His people to the abundant life he offers, during a COVID19 world.  He 
is the King we can turn to for comfort with our concerns and fears.   
 

On this Palm Sunday, welcome your King.  Jerusalem, the King of glory has 
come. Open the gates, open the doors.  Don’t shut him out.  We need to keep 
our distance at this time, but not from Jesus the King. We recognise He has the 
right to rule over this universe, and the right to rule over our lives.  Let us give to 
our King willing submission and do his will, speaking of him in our times, about 
who He is and what he has done.   
 

Jesus is _______ , what would you put in the blank, and why?      



MINISTERS: All regular members of the congregation. 
 

MINISTRY STAFF: 

Acting Rector:  Michael Blake 
0418 415 097 Sundays, Tuesdays & Fridays 

E: m.blake51@gmail.com 

Assistant Minister: Matthew Brooks-Lloyd 
0404 329 096  E: mbrookslloyd@gmail.com 

Children & Youth Minister: Rochelle Fussell 
0439 455 005     E:  rf@mittang.com.au 

  Office Administrator: Julie Marks  
Church Office: 4871 1947     E: office@mittang.com.au      

The office is open from Wednesday to Friday 

 

Honorary Assistant Minister:  
 

Rev. Dr. Ian Pennicook  

Church Banking details:  
National Australia  Bank 

 BSB : 082 711   
Account No: 509 786 018  

 

As we pray, let’s remember 

In this week before Easter, ponder on Jesus, who on His way to the 
cross, quoted from Psalm 118, a Psalm that also includes the words, 
This is the day that the Lord has made, we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
Pray for those who are lonely and for families “confined” at home 
24/7  and that the Holy Spirit will enable us all to “rejoice and be 
glad” as we read and meditate on the Scriptures; participate in 
livestreamed services; …  Thank God and pray for our political  
leaders working hard to control COVID19 and manage a devastated 
economy.    

Living with COVID at MAC:  Pray for those who have lost their  
incomes and are battling to access the available help; pray too for our 
Church finances and for our link missionaries.  Thank God and pray for 
godly wisdom for our leaders: Michael, Matthew, Rochelle, the new 
wardens and parish council; and pray that our parish nominators will  
remain focussed even though at present they can do little.  Thank God 
that we can worship together with the live streaming of our  
services and pray for those who are battling with computer skills as we 
are increasingly dependent on technology.    Thank God that the Jesus 
is … Mission is continuing e.g. wearing a Jesus is … t-shirt when  
cycling or walking; on social media or on the ‘phone; …  Pray that God 
will meet the needs of those who have been helped by the Friday Drop 
in Centre and the Mobile Community Pantry and pray that God will 
keep the Anglicare Op Shop in Bowral open.  Pray for those among us 
who are battling with health issues and thank God that although still 
weak, Ralph Groves is home with Catherine.     

Link Missionaries: Haddons:  Pray for them with similar restrictions 
to here and   thankful for less destructive rioting.   Pray for the CEP  
facing the challenge of continuing their classes in “virtual mode”.    


