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 ANZAC DAY 2020 

For the majority of Australians, ANZAC Day is arguably 
the most significant day of the year.  Normally we 
would participate in marches, gather at RSL clubs, at-
tend dawn services as we give tribute and remember 
the many servicemen and women who have served 
and continue to serve in our defence forces.  
 

From brutal conditions in the trenches and fields of 
WW1 began the ANZAC tradition. Qualities so deeply 
valued today in our Australian society of mateship,  
resilience, a fair go, overcoming adversity, looking out 
for others and sacrifice can be traced back to the  
example of those soldiers who served during WWI and 
other campaigns.   
 
 

It is a day of national pride.   
 
Our freedoms and rights to govern ourselves, the privileges we enjoy today were 
secured through extreme sacrifice and service of thousands of men and women 
through battle. So, as we remember them we honour them on this national day and 
consider their example even with restrictions in place across our nation.   
Lest we forget!  
 
 

By way of personal reflection about ANZAC Day, I asked Geoff Carr to share with 
us.  Geoff with his wife Sue usually attend our 11am service on Sunday. 
 
 

Geoff, how have you commemorated ANZAC Day in the past?   
 

I am a Vietnam War veteran and have participated in Dawn services and marches 
with my local Bowral RSL sub branch. 
 
 

Why does ANZAC Day mean so much to you?  
 

ANZAC Day connects with me because I served in Army Intelligence at Nui Dat     
Phuoc Tuy Province South Vietnam 1969/70. I also have family members who have 
been involved in war. My grandfather served in France in WW1 and four great  
uncles did as well. Sadly two died and are buried at Villers-Bretonneux. My father 
fought in Borneo in WW2 and my son served in East Timor and Afghanistan. I  
visited Gallipolli in 1974 and walked among the headstones of Australian soldiers 
buried far from home. It brought tears to my eyes.   
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What do you understand is the meaning of the Poppy Cross? 
 

The handmade Poppy Cross displayed at St. Stephens to me symbolises sacri-
fice. The poppies (usually associated with Remembrance Day 11/11/1918) come 
from the famous poem, ‘In Flanders Fields’ by Lt. Col. John Mccrae who noticed 
how quickly poppies grew among the graves of those who died at Ypres France. 
The cross symbolises the sacrifice of Jesus Christ the saviour who was given for 
the world. 
 

Do you see qualities in the ANZAC tradition in our Australian culture  
today?  
 

The ANZACS certainly displayed great courage, resilience and mateship. These  
qualities still reside in our land, as evidenced by those who fought and some 
who died fighting the recent horrific bushfires. At the current time the 
same attributes are being seen in the health care workers who are risking their 
lives in combating the coronavirus pandemic to safeguard their fellow  
Australians. On ANZAC Day we reflect and resolve to have the same character 
and not forget.  
 
 

As Christians, we live because of the ultimate act of service. It says in Romans 
5 very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person  
someone might possibly dare to die.  But God demonstrates his own love for us 
in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  Christ fought the ultimate 
battle by dying for His people, so we might have life. We are enlisted to serve 
Him who now lives and lovingly guides his people.  Lest we forget.      

 

Matthew Brooks-Lloyd 

A BIG THANK YOU! to everyone who has continued to give  
financially, despite the challenges and limitations imposed, due to COVI19. 
 

We have recently discovered a way for offerings to be received at the church 
office, while providing safety for our office staff. 
Therefore, as of this week beginning the 27th of April, the church office will be 
open during the following hours to receive cash or cheques  
securely. 
 Tuesday, Thursday and Friday mornings from 10 am to 12 noon. 
If possible, we would prefer offerings to be deposited into the NAB or trans-
ferred by the internet, but we are happy to offer this service to those who would 
find a visit to the church office an easier option. 
Please make cheques payable to St Stephen’s Anglican Church. 
May the Lord richly bless you for your generosity. 

‘Weep with those who weep’ (Romans 12:15) 
Cathy Brooks-Lloyd’s Mum, Jackie Schippers, suffered a great loss last 
Saturday in the passing of her closest sister in Holland, Bertha (89 
years) who suffered a sudden heart attack. Please pray for her husband 
Jaap and family. If you would like to  get in touch with Jackie, her  
address is Unit 42/665 Cobbitty Rd, Cobbitty 2570.  



 

Corona Virus  - Covid 19.  words from Akos Balogh, of The Gospel Coalition.  

 ...whatever  happens, dear Christian, know this: this is our time.  God has raised 
us up for such a time as this.  It’s no accident you’re here. 

This is our time to think not about ourselves, but about our neighbours.  Many of 
whom are scared, and will only grow more so as the virus spreads. 

This is our time to hold out the Word of Life to those around us—and give hope to 
those who are afraid, and are wondering what’s going to happen. 

This is our time to trust our God no matter what the future brings.  For, unlike our 
secular neighbours, we know where our hope lies.  We know where our future 
lies.  It’s with the One who conquered sickness: who touched the lepers and 
healed them with a word.  It’s with the one who conquered death—who said to 
Lazarus ‘come out!’.  It’s with the one who defeated death—not just for a time—
but forever.  It’s with the One who will return to resurrect this world and the  
bodies of all who trust in Him. 

So let’s not be afraid.  Let’s not give way to panic.  Instead, let’s serve those 
around us who are filled with fear.  If this pandemic hits our shores in all its fury, 
let’s be ready to give our energy, our time, and ourselves to serve those who 
don’t yet know Him.  Let’s be ready to share His love, and His gospel of Life. 

This is our time.  Let’s use it well. 

Please remember our regular Friday morning Prayer Time. 
Although we cannot meet together at the church, we can still pray 
‘together’ from 9am—10am on Friday mornings.  We must not become 
complacent in this time of isolation where we have the security of our 
own homes.  This is a time where we need to think of others, and of 
our own place before God.  We need to be conscious of spiritual  
warfare  and of the need to be clothed in the whole armour of God as 
we read in Ephesians 6:10-18 



MINISTERS: All regular members of the congregation. 
 

MINISTRY STAFF: 

Acting Rector:  Michael Blake 
0418 415 097 Sundays, Tuesdays & Fridays 

E: m.blake51@gmail.com 

Assistant Minister: Matthew Brooks-Lloyd 
0404 329 096  E: mbrookslloyd@gmail.com 

Children & Youth Minister: Rochelle Fussell 
0439 455 005     E:  rf@mittang.com.au 

  Office Administrator: Julie Marks  
Church Office: 4871 1947     E: office@mittang.com.au      

The office is currently not open. 

 

Honorary Assistant Minister:  
 

Rev. Dr. Ian Pennicook  

Church Banking details:  
National Australia  Bank 

 BSB : 082 711   
Account No: 509 786 018  

 

As we pray . . . 
Thank God that in Australia coronavirus seems to be coming under  
control; and pray for our Governments looking for the best way through the 
consequent economic disaster.  

Here at MAC: Pray for our leaders: Michael; Matthew; Rochelle, wardens 
and parish council as they steer us through this difficult time when many of 
us have lost jobs and others have reduced incomes; and pray that those of 
us who can; will give joyfully so that ministry at  MAC and our link  
missionaries can continue.  Pray that God will lead our Parish Nominators 
to our new Rector. Thank God that His Spirit still leads us as we worship  
together online through: Sunday services; Bible Study groups; chatting 
“face to face” and taking on the phone. Youth Ministry: Thank God for  
challenging all-age talks in Sunday services and pray for youth leaders 
adapting in “these crazy times”, connecting with our youth and planning to 
resuming, hopefully soon. Sunday Kids: Thank God that we have  
permission to send out online lesson material; and pray that families will 
grow in Christ, as they use the material that their kids receive through the 
mail. And as we struggle with social distancing, pray that families, together 
24/7, will “put up with, and love one another”; pray too for those  
struggling with loneliness; for those and their loved ones, “in care”,  
thanking God that visits to nursing homes by relatives,  will soon be relaxed 
a little. 

Link Missionaries:  Ramadan during COVID-19:  Thank God that even 
though “we are housebound, God is not”. Pray that as we pray, with  
thousands world-wide, many Muslims will turn to Christ. Thank God for 
Margaret’s challenging message last Sunday. Pray that that as she talks  
one-to-one with friends, the Holy Spirit will lead many to Christ. 


