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RESPONDING TO A CRISIS 
The events coming out of the COVID-19 global pandemic have been chaotic: people 
getting sick, social isolation, countries in lockdown and lots of fear. So as Christians 
how do we respond to this moment of crisis? Here are some answers to common 
questions. 
 

Why doesn’t God do something about it? 
Actually God has ALREADY done something. He was not content to just deal with 
one crisis after another: he wanted to deal with the fear of death that is at the heart 
of them all. He did that when he sent Jesus to die and rise again, bringing  
forgiveness of sins and bringing the hope of eternal life. This means we do not need 
to fear anything in this life (including Coronavirus), because we know that one day 
God is bringing a new creation where all evil, suffering and death will be wiped away 
and God’s people will get to live him forever. 
So God has acted - he has taken the reason to be afraid away! But it’s not like God 
put up his feet 2000 years ago, he is still working today. If you look closely you can 
see God doing lots of things as he pours out his grace upon our world and works by 
his Spirit. 
 

I’m feeling anxious - what should I do? 
Of course we are still affected by these events and you might be feeling a whole 
bunch of things, and that’s ok. But the best thing we can do with those feelings is 
give them all to God. 1 Peter 5:7 says: "Cast all your anxiety on him because he 
cares for you.” We can do that because the God we are praying to is the “God of all 
comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles” (2 Cor 1:3). This same God came and 
experienced what it’s like to suffer as a human, so he knows what you are going 
through. Many times Jesus himself cried and called out to God. The book of Psalms 
also has lots of examples of this, why not have a look and see if there are some you 
can relate to. 
 

How can I respond to all this? 
A helpful attitude might be for us to follow Romans 12:12, which says: "Be joyful in 
hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.”      
               (continued next page) 



We remember Jane Swavely  

(8am service), who celebrated her  
80th birthday on Friday 

May the Lord continue to bless and keep you 
Jane, day by day. 

          ‘All the days ordained for me were  
written in your book before one of them came 

to be.’       (Psalm 139:16) 

 

(continued from page 1) 
 
- Be joyful in hope: As Christians we have the hope of the New Creation. Dark 
times remind us to look forward to the day Jesus returns. An attitude of joy (not 
fear) can mark us out as lights in this world so that we have opportunities to 
share Jesus. 
- Patient in affliction: This pandemic may last for several months so we have to 
patient. If you go into isolation, consider how you can use that time well, rather 
than being frustrated and spending the whole time watching Netflix. God’s  
timing is perfect, and he has things to teach us all in this season. 
- Be faithful in prayer: There is nothing better for us to be doing now (or ever) 
than depending on God in prayer, continually asking him to be giving wisdom 
to our leaders, energy to doctors/nurses and health to our families and  
community. You could be praying about how you can love people who are 
struggling in this difficult time. Most of all we can ask God to use this pandemic 
to grow his kingdom.          Author unknown. 

Please pray for Les Bell (8am service) and his wife Betty, following a  
sudden illness and trip to Liverpool hospital on Wednesday.  

‘Blessed is he who has regard for the weak, the Lord delivers him in times of 

trouble.’             (Psalm 41:1) 

Your MAC Update 

If you receive our emails each week, you can read the MAC Update by clicking 
on the link, and you can also print a copy, Printed copies of this are also  
available in a waterproof container outside the entrance to the foyer of the 
church from Friday afternoon each week for those who would like them.   They 
are also posted on our website: www.mittang.com.au  



From MAC library -  

More reading  suggestions  for times of isolation.... 

Martin Pakula, Homeward Bound –  an accessible, 
easy-to read commentary on the book of  
Numbers, to accompany Michael’sermons. The  
author is a former orthodox Jew,  with unusual 
 insights into this great story. Koorong, $19.99.  

 

 

John Lennox, Where is God in a Coronavirus 
World? Written for believer and unbeliever alike, 
this book addresses the question we are all  
asking. The author is a widely experienced  
advocate for the Christian faith, with an engaging 
style. Koorong, $8.99    

       - Myles Carrick, Librarian. 

 
This COVID – 19 World.... 

 I’ve never seen such a time when the whole world is reminded of its impo-
tence. All our plans, and technology,  and progress have been brought to a halt 
with this terrible invisible enemy. I’ve been humbled by it and reminded of our 
brothers and sisters in Pakistan and Indonesia I know who have faced challenges 
like this for years. They have much to teach us about prayer and service of a 
needy world” 
 – Michael Kellahan, of Freedom for Faith,  a Christian legal think tank committed 
to religious freedom in Australia 

As we pray together on Friday mornings, lets pray that the 

silent witness of our Poppies Cross, will speak loudly to the 

people of our community, reminding us all not just of the 

sacrifice  made not just by our service men and women in 

war times, but more especially of the sacrifice made by our 

Lord Jesus Christ as He made the ultimate sacrifice for us 

all. 



MINISTERS: All regular members of the congregation. 
 

MINISTRY STAFF: 

Acting Rector:  Michael Blake 
0418 415 097 Sundays, Tuesdays & Fridays 

E: m.blake51@gmail.com 

Assistant Minister: Matthew Brooks-Lloyd 
0404 329 096  E: mbrookslloyd@gmail.com 

Children & Youth Minister: Rochelle Fussell 
0439 455 005     E:  rf@mittang.com.au 

  Office Administrator: Julie Marks  
Church Office: 4871 1947     E: office@mittang.com.au      

The office is currently not open. 

 

Honorary Assistant Minister:  
 

Rev. Dr. Ian Pennicook  

Church Banking details:  
National Australia  Bank 

 BSB : 082 711   
Account No: 509 786 018  

 

As we pray . . . 
Thank God that in Australia coronavirus seems to be coming under  
control; and pray for our Governments looking for the best way through the 
consequent economic disaster.  

Here at MAC: Pray for our leaders: Michael; Matthew; Rochelle, wardens 
and parish council as they steer us through this difficult time when many of 
us have lost jobs and others have reduced incomes; and pray that those of 
us who can; will give joyfully so that ministry at  MAC and our link  
missionaries can continue.  Pray that God will lead our Parish Nominators 
to our new Rector. Thank God that His Spirit still leads us as we worship  
together online through: Sunday services; Bible Study groups; chatting 
“face to face” and taking on the phone. Youth Ministry: Thank God for  
challenging all-age talks in Sunday services and pray for youth leaders 
adapting in “these crazy times”, connecting with our youth and planning to 
resuming, hopefully soon. Sunday Kids: Thank God that we have  
permission to send out online lesson material; and pray that families will 
grow in Christ, as they use the material that their kids receive through the 
mail. And as we struggle with social distancing, pray that families, together 
24/7, will “put up with, and love one another”; pray too for those  
struggling with loneliness; for those and their loved ones, “in care”,  
thanking God that visits to nursing homes by relatives,  will soon be relaxed 
a little.  Esme Priestley in Harbison Care isn’t well, and will value prayer. 

Link Missionaries:  Ramadan during COVID-19:  Thank God that even 
though “we are housebound, God is not”. Pray that as we pray, with  
thousands world-wide, many Muslims will turn to Christ. Thank God for 
Margaret’s challenging message last Sunday. Pray that that as she talks  
one-to-one with friends, the Holy Spirit will lead many to Christ. 


