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Knowing Christ,  

Growing in Christ,  

Showing Christ to the World 

Reading the Bible 

The way we grow as a disciple is through reading his word and sharing 
that word. The book God has given us was written by human authors and 
includes many forms of literature. There is history, poetry (Psalms),  
sayings (Proverbs), instruction (The Ten Commandments), letters (Paul’s 
letters to various churches and people), apocalyptic literature 
(Revelation), and gospels. 
We need to read each book of the Bible bearing in mind the sort of 
writing that it is.  
We need to read each book of the Bible bearing in mind the sort of 
writing that it is.  We don’t try to interpret poetry as we do history or as 
instructions.  Through these various forms of literature God speaks his 
word to us. God speaks to us not simply through the printed words, but 
by his Spirit who opens our spiritual eyes to grasp the truth of what God 
is saying.  



Les Bell (8am service) wishes to thank people for their prayers and caring 
concern for his wife Betty, who is now recovering well in the Camden  
Rehabilitation Unit (part of Camden Hospital), following her recent illness 
and time in Liverpool hospital last week.  

God has spoken to us so we can know him and understand his ways, 
and to know who we are as his creation. He has given us his word to 
nourish and sustain us spiritually as disciples of Jesus.  
 

Here is one method you may find helpful to read his word.  
 

1. Read the passage slowly and try to break it up into sections, based on 
what’s happening, any summarising sentences and connecting words like 
‘but’, ‘and’, ‘then’. 

 

2. What stands out, or is surprising to you in the passage.  
 

3. What questions do you have about the passage?   
 

4. Work through the passage again and work out the smaller points the author 
is making. Does this help answer any of your questions? 
 

5. What is the author’s big point that the smaller points are leading to? 
 

6. What is the personal application for the bid idea for your life?   
An encouragement, a comfort, a promise, or a reminder?   Is there a warning or 
rebuke?  Is the a behaviour, a value or an attitude you need to change? 
 

7. Pray to God about your application. Do you need to confess a sin and ask his 
forgiveness?  What can you thank him for?  Ask for his help in acting on what 
you’ve learnt.   
 

8.  Who would benefit from you sharing 
with them what you’ve discovered from 
this Biblical passage?  What would you 
say to someone who asked you, “What 
has God been saying to you recently?” 
 
Michael Blake  



Your MAC Update 

If you receive our emails each week, you can read the MAC Update by clicking on 
the link, and you can also print a copy, Printed copies of this are also  
available in a waterproof container outside the entrance to the foyer of the church 
from Friday afternoon each week for those who would like them.   They are also 
posted on our website: www.mittang.com.au  

From our Treasurer: 

2018 and 2019 Review/Audit Financial Results 
A motion agreed at our 2019 Annual General Meeting calling for the results 
for 2018 and 2019 to be audited. This is almost completed by our new  
accountants, Clifton’s in Moss Vale and so the work is now underway to 
produce the budget for 2020. Prior to having the EGM, these new accounts 
will be open to scrutiny at an open On-line meeting. We are planning for 
this to take place before the end of May. Thank you for your patience, we 
recognise that the 2019 AGM raised many questions, and it is only right 
that these be properly addressed when we next meet.  
We are also encouraged by, and would like to thank our parishioners for 
their faithful maintenance of freewill offerings during this unusual time. 
               - Les Kirkpatrick 

Mittagong MU:   

As many would be aware, next Wednesday would have 
been our monthly MU meeting. With the current situation 
we, of coarse, will not be able to meet but please  
remember that we are still here! Still praying, still talking, 
still here to encourage and support each other where we 
are  able.  

Isaiah 26:3  “You will keep in perfect peace  
   Those whose minds are steadfast,  
   because they trust in you” 
Encourage and be encouraged… 
Please feel free to contact me on 0438 613 598, 
Kathy Crawshaw (MU President)  
 
Also, there are still some unclaimed copies of the autumn edition of 
‘MIA mia’, at church.  If you haven’t got your copy, you can call into 
the church on Thursday or Friday morning to pick one up. 

The Power  

             of  

               Prayer 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.shutterstock.com%2Fsearch%2Fpraying%2Bhands&psig=AOvVaw1WsXwwjgJhZO2utcjqJ6GO&ust=1588896383301000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJi8uca6oOkCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAS


MINISTERS: All regular members of the congregation. 
 

MINISTRY STAFF: 

Acting Rector:  Michael Blake 
0418 415 097 Sundays, Tuesdays & Fridays 

E: m.blake51@gmail.com 

Assistant Minister: Matthew Brooks-Lloyd 
0404 329 096  E: mbrookslloyd@gmail.com 

Children & Youth Minister: Rochelle Fussell 
0439 455 005     E:  rf@mittang.com.au 

  Office Administrator: Julie Marks  
Church Office: 4871 1947     E: office@mittang.com.au      

The office is currently not open. 

 

Honorary Assistant Minister:  
 

Rev. Dr. Ian Pennicook  

Church Banking details:  
National Australia  Bank 

 BSB : 082 711   
Account No: 509 786 018  

 

As we pray . . . 
Here at MAC.  Today, Mother’s Day: thank God and pray for all our 
Mums.  Thank God for the ways in which, even “in recess”, the Cubby Clubs 
support Mums, maintaining contact with discussion and photos on a closed 
Facebook site; thank God for the roles of Rachel and Ann as they actively 
encourage other Mums.  As we now see a decline in COVID-19 cases, pray 
for us all as we move through the increasingly difficult journey back to 
“normal” life, with many dealing with financial stress.  Pray that we will all 
be wise stewards of what we do have; and that God will meet the needs of 
all who are struggling financially: families; individuals; businesses; MAC; 
link missionaries; …   Pray for the many at MAC needing encouragement, 
comfort, and healing.  Pray too for the complex situation that we now have 
as students return to school and pray for year 12 students, including Nick 
Jefferys, with the HSC so close.   

Pray for link missionaries, Steve, and Julia Mackenzie whose ministry at 
AFES at Bond University is in jeopardy because of COVID-19 and the  
consequent economic downturn.  Thank God that many students are  
responding to the Gospel and others are using technology to build fellow 
Christians up in their faith.  Pray that God will raise up people able to  
support Steve’s ministry financially and that the light of the Gospel will  
continue at Bond.   

Ramadan. Today with tens of thousands of others who use “30 Days”, pray 
for “progressive Muslims” world-wide as they struggle to apply Islam to 21st 
century global culture: women in Saudi Arabia now allowed to get drivers’ 
licences and the growing House-church movement in Iran (Day 12).   Pray 
that many who see the need for change will turn to Jesus Christ. 


