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Knowing Christ,  

Growing in Christ,  

Showing Christ to the World 

Can we Meet Together? 

The word ‘church’ originally referred to a group of people meeting for a 
purpose - in Exodus, God gathered his people around Mt Sinai and in 
Acts 7:38 Stephen refers to this gathering as a ”church”.  The same word 
is used to refer to a legal assembly (a court - Acts 19:39), and to a riot 
(Acts 19:41).  At present we miss meeting together, and we eagerly  
anticipate gathering as soon as we can. 
Recently the Government has permitted groups of 10 to meet in church 
buildings - under quite strict conditions.   The wardens and Acting  
Minister have discussed the possibility of 2 different groups (a prayer 
group and Bible study group) meeting at St Stephens.   We have  
considered not just the legal requirements, and the Archbishop’s  
guidelines, but also possible relational implications (both positive and 
negative).   At the present time we do not think it is appropriate to  
recommence groups meeting at St Stephens.    
In view of this, let us continue to keep in touch with one another.  When 
you have a phone conversation, or see each other around, do share 
God’s word and pray for one another.   Think of people you would  
normally see at church, do thank God for them and pray for 
them.  Here’s a prayer of St Paul’s in Colossians which you could pray: 
(I/We pray)… asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will 
through all spiritual wisdom and understanding so that you may live a 
life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in 
every good work, growing in the knowledge of God.   (I/we pray that you 
would be)  strengthened with all power according to his glorious might 
so that you may have great endurance and patience, and  
joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in 
the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. (Colossians 1:9-12) 
Thanks,  
Michael Blake (Acting Minister) 



MAC  Community Pantry 
The community pantry has recommenced from 
last Friday 22nd May, at 10.30am.  It is  in a slightly 
different format due to the covid crisis: shoppers 
can now  collect pre-packed bags of food for $5.00 
per bag, with a limit of two bags.  They must first register and will be then 
guided to the community pantry van where they can collect their bags.  
The service will be in the open, tables and chairs provided will be cleaned 
after each meeting.  We’re planning  on offering take-away coffee and a 
wrapped item (day-old cake, bun etc).  These items will be served to  
customers with social distancing, outside our buildings. 
This service, together with the Food Collection (below) is a valuable way 
to show the love of Jesus to our community and provide an opportunity 
for people to get to know the God of love.  We will also offer each one an 
invitation to join in watching our live-stream, and how to contact one of 
the ministers.  Will you join us and support us in this service by praying 
that God would arouse those who benefit, to also seek Him. 
Anglicare Food Collection 
Due to the increased  need for support during this crisis, Anglicare has 
had need for additional supplies of non-perishable food and toiletries.  
We are organising a food collection for the program in order that  
Anglicare might provide additional hampers to those in need.  If you are 
able to donate these items,  we ask that you deliver donations to the 
church on Thursday or Friday mornings, where a collection area will be 
made available for this.  If you know anyone that is in need of such  
support, would you please advise them of this service now being  
available again. 

Our dear sister in Christ, Anne Wardle, has gone to be 
with her Lord.  After a happy family time last  
Friday and Saturday, Anne had retired to bed.  When 
Arthur went  in to her a couple of hours later,  Anne 
had left, and is now happily with her Lord. 
There will be a funeral service this coming Thursday 
(28th) at the Lady Rose Chapel, at 4pm.  Matthew 
Brooks-Lloyd will be taking the service. This service 
will be conducted via Zoom.  For more details, please  
contact Lady Rose Funerals on 4862 1833.   



We apologize for the lateness in getting this information to you, but after 
much prayer and deliberation we will be running Southern Highlands 
Women’s Conference 2020 on Saturday June 13. 
Due to COVID 19 restrictions, it will be streamed from the SHConferences 
facebook page, and available for women to watch in their homes  
individually or as a small group (adhering to current COVID 19  
restictions). The theme is 'Hidden Places'.  Speakers will be Kara Hartley, 
Archdeacon for Women, and Wendy Francis, Qld and NT director of ACL.  
This will be a free event. 
A trailer, graphics, and more information will be coming asap. 
https://shconferences.wordpress.com/  

Cadets Pray, God Answers. 
(The following note is from Focus Military Ministries.   ADFA is part of UNSW where 
Officer Cadets for entry into the Armed Forces receive both a degree and basic Mil-
itary training.   ADFA Focus is affiliated with AFES, and the following is part of their 
fortnightly prayer letter.   The word div is short for “division’’; and “worldviews 
training” is a subject in the cadets’ official training at ADFA.) 
Please join us thanking God for how he has worked through cadets to reveal Jesus 
at ADFA this past week: 
1. Monday arvo - 'T' lead his GospelTalk (evangelism training) small group where 
they discussed the difference between faith, belief and trust. He prayed for an  
opportunity to share about Jesus with a friend he was about to meet for a bike ride. 
After the ride they got into a great discussion about the Bible and his friend  
specifically asked about the difference between faith and belief! 
2. Monday evening - T caught up with 'H' from his small group and shared about 
God answering his prayer. 'H' prayed he would have the opportunity to share about 
Jesus with his whole div. 
3. Tuesday morning - During worldviews training, H was required to justify/explain 
his beliefs in front of his whole div! After the training, he spent another 3 hours in 
his div common room answering questions about Christianity from genuine  
enquirers. Some of his friends are interested in reading the Bible with him. 
Please pray for T's friend and for H's div mates - for more fruitful conversations, the 
chance to get into God's Word with them and, ultimately, their salvation. 
Thank God for this ministry - the staff of ADFA Focus are funded by graduates from 
ADFA who have become new disciples and by those who have grown as  
disciples.   Students who are completing their HSC apply for Officer Entry into the 
Armed Forces and ADFA is the first step in becoming an Officer.   For the vast 
 majority of students the first time they hear of Christ maybe through an ADFA  
Focus cadet - just like in the 3 points above!   It is a ministry worth praying for.       
 

from Michael Blake 

https://shconferences.wordpress.com/
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Praying  Together . . . 

As we move into COVID-19 recovery mode, pray that we will rest in the 
assurance that Jesus Christ has “all authority in heaven and on 
earth”.  Pray for wisdom for leaders and medical scientists planning for 
economic recovery and searching for a cure and a vaccination against the 
virus. Pray that there will not be a second wave.        

Here at MAC:  Continue to constantly thank God and pray for our  
Ministry Team and Parish Nominators. Thank God for Anne Wardle, a 
faithful follower of Jesus, who has gone to be with Him; and pray for 
 Arthur and the rest of the family as they grieve.  Pray for other seniors at 
MAC and thank God that families now have more freedom to visit loved 
ones “in care”.  Thanks too for the many who, often unrecognized,  
support and encourage others.  Pray for families: most stressed; some 
with serious financial problems; pray for God-given peace of mind for 
parents as all children return to Public Schools.   Pray for schoolteachers 
from MAC, in both Public and Christian schools, as they teach in accord 
with social distancing.  Thank God that Youthworks has liaised with the 
Department of Education so that there is a “Portal” for SRE with Scripture 
lessons online.  Pray for our SRE teachers and students.   

Link Missionaries: Thank God that Steve Mackenzies’s ministry to  
students at Bond University continues online; for overseas students like 
“Sanza” brought up in a semi-nomadic region where religion is illegal, 
thinking about Christianity .  Pray that he and other overseas students 
will trust in Jesus and return home as His witnesses.  With Ramadan  
finishing yesterday, pray that the Holy Spirit will continue to work in the 
lives of who have encountered Jesus Muslims who have in some way  
encountered Jesus this Ramadan.   


