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Knowing Christ,  

Growing in Christ,  

Showing Christ to the World 

We have a problem . . . 
When someone does something which upsets you, offends you, or 
wrongs you in some way, what do you do?    
 

In Matthew 18:15-17 Jesus gives us very clear direction of what we 
should do ‘when another Christian sins against you’ - the word for ‘sin’ 
covers a range of meanings - from unintentional mistake to high moral 
failure.    
 

At MAC I notice that when someone is upset by another, we often do 
something different.   We talk about it to others.  In this last week I’m 
aware of 3 occasions when this has happened. 
 

Jesus’ teaching is very different: “… go and show him his fault, just  
between the two of you.”  Jesus then shows what to do if the person 
does not take you seriously, or dismisses what you say.    
 

When we try to deal with our hurt or upset by telling others, we 
“triangulate” the problem - this has several consequences: 
 - it means the offended person is able to partly release the upset 
they feel by sharing it with someone else.   This strategy seems to be 
an effective way of dealing with the problem, but this is false.  The 
problem still exists; you’ve only diluted the pain.    
 - worse, it now involves another person who can’t really deal with 
the problem and it becomes a burden for them.   It also becomes part 
of a ‘story’ about the person who did the offending in the first place.    
 - additionally, the person who did the initial offending cannot seek 
forgiveness or reconciliation because they do not know they caused 
any upset!   If they did wrong, then they do not learn to repent.    
 - and it prevents the offended person from learning to “forgive as 
the Lord forgave you” (Colossians 3:13, Matthew 6:14-15). 

(continued next page) 



Remember that each  

Friday morning  
from 9am—10am  

is our weekly church prayer meeting.  

Its also the power house. What an  
inspiring way to start the day  -   
especially on these cool crisp refreshing 
mornings (with the heater on in the hall). 

(continued from front page) 

When this way of dealing with upsets becomes the standard. then we 
end up with a divisive church.   A church where issues and concerns are 
not resolved; a church where hurts and disappointments are held tightly; 
a church where forgiveness and reconciliation are rare.  All of this leads 
to a disunited church where strong currents of divisiveness result in 
wounds that never heal. 
 

Yet God has united us in his Son - and in Ephesians 4:1-3 Paul writes:  
… I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.   
2  Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one  
another in love.   
3  Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of 
peace.   
 

Please pray that you, and all of us, will ‘Make every effort to keep the 
unity of the Spirit’ and that we will practise Jesus’ teaching on resolving 
issues where you have been ‘sinned against’.    
 

Michael Blake 
Acting Rector 

Do you have a BCA box at home?  If so, 
please bring it in  so Les, our treasurer, can 
send off EOFY gifts to BCA.  If  you don’t 
have a box and would like one, please see 
Les 



 Mother’s Union was due to meet on Wednesday, July 8th, 
however, due to  the current situation with Covid-19, we have 
been advised to wait a little longer…. NSW Health has advised 
that organisations with more than 50% of members in the high 

risk group (over 70yrs) should not meet until after the winter season. 
However we can have small, shorter meetings so, for those who are keen 
to meet, we will have the opportunity to meet for a cuppa and a chat on 
the Wednesday morning of July 8th.  Restrictions would be in place, but 
we would love you to join… for more details and to let us know if you can 
come please call Kathy on 0438613598 

This is the final call for any changes or additions to the 

new MAC Prayer Diary and Directory    If your 
information needs updating, please send this to church 
office as soon as possible (before end of this week). 
Also, if you would like to have your photo  
updated or added, please send this in or pop in to 
church office next Thursday or Friday if you would like 
your photo taken. 

SRE Recommences in Schools 

Give thanks to God that conditions have improved so that SRE can  
recommence in Term 3.   Please pray that as we teach God’s word it  “will 
not return to him empty but will accomplish the purpose for which he 
sends it.” (Isaiah 55:11).   Please pray that many children may be saved 
from condemnation and receive Jesus as their Lord and Saviour.    

We have need for 2 more SRE teachers for Terms 3 and 4.   If you are  
already trained and authorised, but not teaching at present, please  
consider if you could take a class (or 2) this year.   If you would be willing 
to share in this ministry then we offer good training and you’ll need to 
complete the Youthworks training and authorisation course.   In the 
meantime, we welcome you to partner with us as an ‘observer’ to see 
what’s involved.   If you are not in a position to help in this way now, 
please pray that the Lord will raise up some new teachers.    

If you would like to find out more, please phone Robyn Caltabiano  
0412 630 063 (email: robyntolnay@hotmail.com). 

mailto:robyntolnay@hotmail.com
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As we pray together . . . 

Pray that here at MAC we will live in the great truth from Philippians, of  
living together in Christ-glorifying unity, with the same attitude as Jesus 
Christ who emptied Himself of all the riches of glory and come to serve and 
save us.  And pray that we will follow Him as we thankfully return to our 
church building for church services, youth activities, drop-in-centre with 
fortnightly Community Pantry and other activities. Pray for our  
Ministry Team; Bible Study Groups, including Christianity Explored, as the 
glorious fact that Jesus is …  Saviour and Lord is proclaimed.  Pray for  
wisdom, patience, and strength for all our leaders, as they strive to  
minister in accordance with distancing and constant, demanding 
“sanitizing”; and pray that we will all co-operate and respect the needs of 
others.  As we thank God for the way the Gospel has been faithfully  
proclaimed online, pray that we will eagerly move back into the reality of 
being together in the Body of Christ.  Continue to pray for our Parish  
Nominators as they look to God to lead them to our new Rector.  Pray that 
the many among us in need of comfort, healing, and support will know 
God’s presence; and thank God for those who help and encourage them.      

Link Missionaries: Pray for the Haddons in Chile and the Mackenzies in 
Queensland with both Gary and Steve primarily ministering to tertiary  
student: Gary to theological students; Steve with Campus outreach at Bond 
University.  Thank God that their ministry has continued online, but as both 
feel that an important aspect of true growing together is lacking, pray that 
before long Chilean theological students can experience growing in Christ 
together as future ministers of the Gospel and students at Bond, especially 
international students, can be challenged with the Gospel.  

Please continue to pray for the Waugh family.  The operation for Graham’s 
triple by-pass was unable to proceed last Tuesday, and they awaiting for a 
re-scheduling of the surgery from the surgeon. 


