
MAC Update  

Sunday 5 July 2020 

 

Knowing Christ,  

Growing in Christ,  

Showing Christ to the World 

Gathered together by Jesus  
As the restrictions on gatherings are relaxed we are making definite steps  
towards meeting together around God’s word.   This is a natural desire for us 
since as Jesus’ sheep we love to follow his voice.   He calls us by name (John 
10:3-5), gathering us together into a family that will enjoy his presence for 
eternity.   Jesus also tells us that his aim is to gather the sheep that are not 
yet in his sheepfold (John 10:16).  That’s the church in heaven.   With no  
social distancing!    
 

While we meet on earth, Jesus feeds and nourishes us spiritually by his word.   
The Spirit works in our heart enabling us to see the hope, comfort, joy and 
peace we have in Christ; he uses that word to train us in godly living and 
shaping attitudes of heart: perseverance, love, kindness, self control.   In each 
of these areas we are also called to ’keep in step with the Spirit’ (Galatians 
5:25).   
 

We shape our Sunday Services with this in mind.   We aim to pay special 
attention to the word of God: to work at understanding that word;  
considering how it applies to our life; seeking the Spirit’s help in living it out; 
and confessing our failures, responding with repentance and delighting in his 
forgiveness.   We want to ‘consider how we can spur one another to love and 
good deeds’ (Hebrews 10:25).   We also want to be a place where the  
unbeliever may come and see God at work in us (1 Corinthians 14:24-25).    
 

You may notice some differences in our regular Sunday Services, in particular 
we’ll include a “Ministry Spot” in each Service which helps keep us informed 
of the various ministries we are engaged in to fulfil our Mission Statement.   
We’ll hear regularly from our children’s ministries, from our Bible Study 
groups, from our men’s and women’s ministries, from our link missionaries, 
our outreach (e.g. Pantry Van, Drop-in), and from each other.   Our aim is to 
have enough awareness of these ministries that we can partner with them in 
prayer during the week.    

 
(continued next page) 

 



Remember that each  

Friday morning from 9am—10am  
is our weekly church prayer meeting.  

Its also the power house. What an  
inspiring way to start the day  -   
especially on these cool crisp refreshing 
mornings (with the heater on in the hall). 

Special General Meeting 
A Special General Meeting of Parishioners has been called for 2pm on 
Sunday 26th July in St Stephen’s Church.   It is anticipated that we will 
also have facility to share in this meeting via zoom (details later).   We 
suggest you might like to come at 1pm and a BYO lunch, and if the 
weather if pleasant we’ll have lunch in the park. 
The purpose of the meeting is to receive and pass or otherwise  
determine on the Budget for 2020.    
We have reached this point following the audit of the Financial  
Statements for 2018 and 2019.   After signing, these Financial  
statements should be available on July 12th.    
We plan to have a Question Time at 7:30pm Wednesday 22nd at St  
Stephen’s and via zoom.    
The Wardens and Acting Rector 

(continued from front page) 
In addition we aim to have time after the sermon to ask questions, time to  
reflect on how God has spoken to you today through his word, time to pray 
(for each other and privately). 
 

Generally the pattern our Services will follow will be: 
 8am - traditional style, Lord’s Supper twice a month; 
 10am - contemporary style, Lord’s Supper once a month; 
 12 pm - traditional style, Lord’s Supper twice a month, followed by a  
   BYO lunch; 
 5pm - contemporary style, Lord’s Supper once a month; 
 

Michael Blake 
Acting Rector 



                    MU will have an informal cuppa and chat this Wednesday  
                    Morning at 10am, instead of our regular monthly meeting.  
for  more details and to let us know if you can come  
please call Kathy on 0438613598 
 

Warm Congratulations and a very happy birthday to Val  
Bunter, celebrating her 90th birthday (yesterday).   
Birthday greetings for this week also to Ida Regan, Joan  
Kinchin and Cheryl Costigan. 

Henry and Jean Porteous:  please join with them giving thanks for 
the wonderful medical resources in our country.  

Pray that the angiogram and stent procedure for Jean will occur in 
good time and alleviate recent pain and that Henry’s angiogram 
will bring good results. 

 
Graham and Geraldine Waugh: following some re-scheduling for 

Graham surgery (triple bypass), please pray for ongoing 
recovery as the surgery took place last Thursday. Pray for the Lord’s 

strength to uphold both Graham and Geraldine as they face  
respective health issues.  

 
Christianity Explored update 
One of the participants was wrestling about why the innocent suffer 

in our world 
Another participant has questions about the Sabbath in Mark 3.  
Please continue to pray for everyone doing Christianity Explored on 

Thursdays via zoom 
*pray for open hearts to receive the gospel of Mark each week 
*pray people will read Mark’s gospel for themselves and continue to 

come with questions.  
*pray that the technology will continue to work well, especially to 

enable the video presentations each Thursday.  



MINISTERS: All regular members of the congregation. 
 

MINISTRY STAFF: 

Acting Rector:  Michael Blake 
0418 415 097 Sundays, Tuesdays & Fridays 

E: m.blake51@gmail.com 

Assistant Minister: Matthew Brooks-Lloyd 
0404 329 096  E: mbrookslloyd@gmail.com 

Children & Youth Minister: Rochelle Fussell 
0439 455 005     E:  rf@mittang.com.au 

  Office Administrator: Julie Marks  
Church Office: 4871 1947     E: office@mittang.com.au      

 

Honorary Assistant Minister:  
 

Rev. Dr. Ian Pennicook  

Church Banking details:  
National Australia  Bank 

 BSB : 082 711   
Account No: 509 786 018  

 

As we pray together . . . 

Here at MAC:  With our present sermons from Philippians, pray that we 
hold fast to the Word of God; and share our joy in the Lord with  
others.  Pray for our Ministry Team dealing with the challenges of leading 
us through exceedingly difficult times and for our Parish Nominators  
looking for our new rector.  Pray that our congregations will adapt well 
with changes in time for 9.30 and 11 o’clock services.  Thank God that SRE 
is resuming next term; pray for co-ordinator, Robyn Caltabiano, and all 
teachers negotiating the paperwork and teaching within given  
boundaries; and pray that the Holy Spirit will draw many children to 
Christ. Kids’ Ministry: Thank God that Youth Group has been back for 3 
weeks and most of the kids and youth have returned, many from  
non-church families. Thank God that Kids@MAC resumed last week and 
Sunday Kids at today’s 10am service.  Pray that the children and youth will 
enjoy being together again and will follow the distancing rules; Pray for 
wisdom for the leaders as they build relationships; and plan fun  
activities that fit with current guidelines. Pray for safety for everyone 
when travelling in the school holidays. Ministry to Those who are 
Hurting:  Pray for the many among us in need of comfort and  
healing.  Pray for Lynette Ray and Chris Anstis as they co-ordinate the 
weekly Drop-in-Centre and fortnightly Community Pantry; a big help for 
people who are struggling and in need and also pray for Link Missionary, 
Margaret, with similar ministry to her friends in SW Sydney. Thank God for 
people, both in Mittagong and SW Sydney, who are helped through the 
Pantry and value being with those who are putting the love of God into  
action.  Pray for Margaret as she encourages the many women who at 
present are dominated by fear and prayerfully points them to Christ; pray 
as she looks for God to guide as she resumes ESL and other ministries.       


