
MAC Update  

Sunday 12 July 2020 

 

Knowing Christ,  

Growing in Christ,  

Showing Christ to the World 

 Welcome everyone to our services today at St Stephen’s.   
We hope you will be strengthened and encouraged in your Christian faith 
and service to the Lord as you meet today with God’s people around His 
word.  

Arrangements for Holy Communion today: 
With the COVID 19 restrictions in place, please be aware of the following 
arrangements for receiving the bread and grape juice for Holy  
Communion. Could you please remain seated as the servers will come to 
you with the bread and the grape juice.  The bread will be placed in your 
hand by the server using tongs.  If you require the gluten–free alternative, 
please raise your hand.  The grape juice will be in a tray of individual cups. 
When the server presents the tray to you, please take a cup from the 
tray.  Please hold onto the bread and cup so we eat and drink together,  
reminding ourselves we are one body in Christ.  We appreciate your  
understanding and co-operation with these arrangements as we seek to 
follow the necessary guidelines.  

 

We begin a new sermon series next week: from the book of Ecclesiastes 
Today will be our final sermon in Philippians for the time being.  We plan 
to resume Philippians again towards the end of August. Next Sunday, our 
Acting Rector Michael Blake will be commencing a series of sermons on 
Ecclesiastes.  
Bible Study Growth Groups may wish to use the Bible studies prepared by 
Matthias Media in conjunction with the sermon series.  
Why not spend some time reading the book in preparation this week and 
in subsequent weeks.   

There are some key themes in Ecclesiastes 
 Trying to make sense of the frustrating/perplexing side of life. 
 How to find joy and satisfaction in life. 
 Fearing God throughout all of life.  

(continued  next page) 



Special General Meeting 
A Special General Meeting of Parishioners has been called for 2pm on  
Sunday 26th July in St Stephen’s Church.   It is anticipated that we will also 
have facility to share in this meeting via zoom (details later).   We suggest 
you might like to come at 1pm and a BYO lunch, and if the weather if  
pleasant we’ll have lunch in the park. 
The purpose of the meeting is to receive and pass or otherwise  
determine on the Budget for 2020.    
We have reached this point following the audit of the Financial  
Statements for 2018 and 2019.   After signing, these Financial  
statements should be available on July 12th.    
We plan to have a Question Time at 7:30pm Wednesday 22nd at  
St Stephen’s and via zoom.    
           The Wardens and Acting Rector 

Ecclesiastes sets forth the teaching that with regard to our experience of 
life, God is absolutely sovereign and human beings are absolutely  
responsible.  

The book of Ecclesiastes is a commentary on life ‘under the sun’ after the 
Fall and before final redemption.  There is a certain meaninglessness to 
life, as the Preacher ponders his experiences and urges us to be sober 
minded about our lives in this world ‘under the sun’.   
It teaches us to face the frustrating/perplexing aspects of life, to find joy 
and satisfaction with thankfulness when possible, and to fear God  
regardless. 
But how can this be done?  On what resources can we draw to face, to 
find, and to fear?  The ultimate answer is not provided in the book of  
Ecclesiastes but in the pages of the New Testament, as they reveal to us 
God’s final redemption in Christ. Because of Christ’s resurrection from the 
dead, which guarantees our resurrection from the dead, we know that 
even those experiences which are frustrating and perplexing are ultimately 
not in vain (1 Cor.15:58) 

We hope you will grow in your love and gratefulness to God as we 
spend time together in the book of Ecclesiastes.   



Remember that each  

Friday morning from 9am—10am  
is our weekly church prayer meeting.  

Its also the power house.  

                     

From MAC library....  Have you noticed?.... although our library is a 
lending library, you are often given news of new titles on the shelves ?  
This is made possible by the generosity of book donors and a trickle of 
funds from private sources.  

One of our aims is to provide at least one 
readable commentary on every book in the 
Bible, and we have chosen titles in the God’s 
Word for You series. So far, we have Exodus, 1 
& 2 Samuel, Daniel, Romans, 2 Corinthians, 
Galatians, 1 & 2 Timothy, 1 Peter. These are 
all readable and very practical, and are  
designed for individual or group use.  

Why not try one of these on for size? They 
will be on display when the library re-opens 
on July 12. 

 Covid Cleaning 
It is a requirement in our current climate, that 
whenever facilities are used, be it for services, 
bible studies, or other functions, that we clean 
surfaces  at the completion.  Buckets contain-
ing disinfectant spray, gloves, cloths and Glen 
20, are located in the John Room for this pur-
pose.  For church services, people will be ros-
tered to clean.  It only takes a few minutes, and this ensures we  
comply with requirements.  Thanks everyone. 
 

Southern Cross 
Remember to read your own copy on line.  Its available now. 



MINISTERS: All regular members of the congregation. 
 

MINISTRY STAFF: 

Acting Rector:  Michael Blake 
0418 415 097 Sundays, Tuesdays & Fridays 

E: m.blake51@gmail.com 

Assistant Minister: Matthew Brooks-Lloyd 
0404 329 096  E: mbrookslloyd@gmail.com 

Children & Youth Minister: Rochelle Fussell 
0439 455 005     E:  rf@mittang.com.au 

  Office Administrator: Julie Marks  
Church Office: 4871 1947     E: office@mittang.com.au      

 

Honorary Assistant Minister:  
 

Rev. Dr. Ian Pennicook  

Church Banking details:  
National Australia  Bank 

 BSB : 082 711   
Account No: 509 786 018  

 

As we pray together . . . 

Mittagong:  With COVID-19 restrictions being relaxed, pray for patience 
and wisdom in all that we do, so that we honour God as we adhere to 
the given rules.  Thank God that we now have 4 services at MAC, as 
well as the Online Service.  Pray for our Ministry Team and Parish  
Nominators. Thank God that SRE is now allowed in our public schools 
and is planned to start next term at Mittagong; pray that Colo Vale and 
Hilltop will do the same.  In the School holidays: pray for safety for all 
who are travelling; that after so much time at home parents will find 
ways to occupy their kids.  Pray for the leaders of Youth Ministries  
planning for Term 3, thankful that children do not have to social  
distance, so they can plan as before; pray for Rochelle, planning 
Kids@MAC and Cubby Club, and the leaders of the Follow 
Groups.  Pray for the ongoing Christianity Explored; Pray for the many 
in need of healing and encouragement; for good recoveries for Graham 
and Geraldine Waugh, and Jean and Henry Porteous.   

And Beyond:  Pray for the people of Victoria with the “second wave” 
of COVID-19 forcing stringent restrictions.   Pray for Philip and Elke 
Knight, former link missionaries, arriving in Melbourne from Port Hed-
land in March.  Pray for them starting ministry in a new parish where, 
as yet, Philip has not taken a service in the church.  Pray for Link  
Missionaries, the Haddons in Chile still proclaiming the Gospel online 
after nearly 3 months of lockdown.  Pray for Gary teaching at the CEP; 
Julie teaching a PTC Couse; leading their “home church” Bible study, 
which is growing.  Pray for Annika and Elissa missing their friends “at 
school” online.  Above all praise God that despite COVID-19, “the Word 
of God is not bound”.     


