
4:1    Again I looked and saw all the oppression that was taking place under 
the sun:  I saw the tears of the oppressed— and they have no comforter; 
power was on the side of their oppressors— and they have no comforter.  
2     And I declared that the dead, who had already died, are happier than 
the living, who are still alive. 3  But better than both is he who has not yet 
been, who has not seen the evil that is done under the sun.  
4     And I saw that all labor and all achievement spring from man’s envy of 
his neighbour. This too is meaningless, a chasing after the wind.  
5     The fool folds his hands and ruins himself.  
6     Better one handful with tranquillity than two handfuls with toil and 
chasing after the wind.  
7     Again I saw something meaningless under the sun: 8  There was a 
man all alone; he had neither son nor brother.  There was no end to his toil, 
yet his eyes were not content with his wealth.  “For whom am I toiling,” he 
asked, “and why am I depriving myself of enjoyment?” This too is meaningless
— a miserable business!  
 9     Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their 
work:  10  If one falls down, his friend can help him up. But pity the man who 
falls and has no one to help him up! 11  Also, if two lie down together, they will 
keep warm. But how can one keep warm alone? 12  Though one may be 
overpowered, two can defend themselves.   A cord of three strands is not 
quickly broken.  
13     Better a poor but wise youth than an old but foolish king who no longer 
knows how to take warning.  14 The youth may have come from prison to the 
kingship, or he may have been born in poverty within his kingdom.  15 I saw 
that all who lived and walked under the sun followed the youth, the king’s 
successor.  16 There was no end to all the people who were before them. But 
those who came later were not pleased with the successor. This too is 
meaningless, a chasing after the wind.  

1 Peter 1:6-9 
1:6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may 
have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.  7 These have come so that 
your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though 
refined by fire—may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory 
and honour when Jesus Christ is revealed.  8 Though you have not 
seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you 
believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy,  9 
for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.


Ecclesiastes 3 
3:1 	 There is a time for everything,

	 	 and a season for every activity under heaven: 

2 	 a time to be born and a time to die,

	 	 a time to plant and a time to uproot, 

3 	 a time to kill and a time to heal,

	 	 a time to tear down and a time to build, 

4 	 a time to weep and a time to laugh,

	 	 a time to mourn and a time to dance, 

5 	 a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them,

	 	 a time to embrace and a time to refrain, 

6 	 a time to search and a time to give up,

	 	 a time to keep and a time to throw away, 

7 	 a time to tear and a time to mend,

	 	 a time to be silent and a time to speak, 

8 	 a time to love and a time to hate,

	 	 a time for war and a time for peace. 

9    	 What does the worker gain from his toil?  10 I have seen the burden 
God has laid on men.  11 He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has 
also set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has 
done from beginning to end.  12 I know that there is nothing better for men 
than to be happy and do good while they live.  13 That everyone may eat and 
drink, and find satisfaction in all his toil—this is the gift of God.  14 I know that 
everything God does will endure forever; nothing can be added to it and 
nothing taken from it. God does it so that men will revere him. 

15    	 Whatever is has already been, and what will be has been before; and 
God will call the past to account. 

16    	 And I saw something else under the sun: In the place of judgment—
wickedness was there, in the place of justice—wickedness was there. 

17    	 I thought in my heart, “God will bring to judgment both the righteous 
and the wicked, for there will be a time for every activity, a time for every 
deed.” 

18    	 I also thought, “As for men, God tests them so that they may see that 
they are like the animals.  19 Man’s fate is like that of the animals; the same 
fate awaits them both: As one dies, so dies the other. All have the same 
breath; man has no advantage over the animal. Everything is meaningless.  20 
All go to the same place; all come from dust, and to dust all return.  21 Who 
knows if the spirit of man rises upward and if the spirit of the animal goes 
down into the earth?” 

22    	 So I saw that there is nothing better for a man than to enjoy his work, 
because that is his lot. For who can bring him to see what will happen after 
him?  
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2. Looking for Eternity and Relationship
Ecclesiastes 3-4 

1. Living Outside Eden. 

2. The Time of Your Life - Ecclesiastes 3:1-15 
 * turn, turn, turn (vs. 1-8) 

 * gain from work (vs. 9-13) 

 * God's burden (vs. 9-13) 

 * revere God (vs. 14-15) 

The Conclusion: God has made the world the way it is  
so we will revere Him. 

3. Living with Injustice and Death in vs. 16-23 

 * injustice (vs. 16) 

 * God's judgement (vs. 17) 

 * the numbing reality of death in vs. 18-20 

 * a barrier to knowledge 
 

Conclusion: recognise that life is unfair and enjoy your 
present life while you can.   You are not in control of 
the events and circumstances of your life.   God is. 

4. Relationships Outside Eden. 

 * oppressed (4:1-3) 

 * envy (4:4-6) 

 * two are better than one (4:7-12) 

 * who wants a ruler? (4:13-16) 
 

Conclusion: Outside Eden relationships are both 
frustrated and so valuable.    
Work does not bring contentment.    

5. Living in God's World Under Judgement. 

 * accepting the reality of life 

 * enjoying the provision of God  

 * living in awe of God   
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