
 

August 9, 2020 

  

Speaker: Michael Blake 

Ecclesiastes 6, 8 
I have seen another evil under the sun, and it weighs heavily on mankind: 2 God gives 
some people wealth, possessions and honour, so that they lack nothing their hearts desire, 
but God does not grant them the ability to enjoy them, and strangers enjoy them instead. 
This is meaningless, a grievous evil. 

3 A man may have a hundred children and live many years; yet no matter how long he lives, 
if he cannot enjoy his prosperity and does not receive proper burial, I say that a stillborn 
child is better off than he. 4 It comes without meaning, it departs in darkness, and in  
darkness its name is shrouded. 5 Though it never saw the sun or knew anything, it has 
more rest than does that man— 6 even if he lives a thousand years twice over but fails to 
enjoy his prosperity. Do not all go to the same place? 

7 Everyone’s toil is for their mouth, 
    yet their appetite is never satisfied. 

8 What advantage have the wise over fools? 
What do the poor gain 
    by knowing how to conduct themselves before others? 
9 Better what the eye sees 
    than the roving of the appetite. 
This too is meaningless, 
    a chasing after the wind. 

10 Whatever exists has already been named, 
    and what humanity is has been known; 
no one can contend 
    with someone who is stronger. 
11 The more the words, 
    the less the meaning, 
    and how does that profit anyone? 

12 For who knows what is good for a person in life, during the few and meaningless days 
they pass through like a shadow? Who can tell them what will happen under the sun after 
they are gone? 

 



4. Robbed by Death 
Ecclesiastes 6, 8 

1. “I feel so alone.” 
 
2. Wealth and Life Lost in Death 
 
 * gifts given by God (6:1-2) 
 
 
 * life without satisfaction not worth living (6:3-6) 
 
 
 * no enduring satisfaction (6:7-11) 
 
 
 
 * the barrier of death (6:12) 
 
 
3. Promise and Disappointment of Power 
 
 * submit to government (8:2-8) 
 
 
 
 * crime and punishment (8: 9-13) 
   
 
 * inverted justice (8:14-15) 
 
 
 * meaning eluded (8:16-17) 



 

4. God’s Appointed King 
 * Raised (Acts 2:22-24) 
 
 
 
 * Lord and Christ (Acts 2:36) 
 
 
 
5. Work that is Meaningful 
 
 * power of death broken (1 Corinthians 15:50-54) 
 
 
 
 * work that endures (1 Corinthians 15:57-58) 
 

 
1 Corinthians 15 :  50—58 

50 I declare to you, brothers and sisters, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will 
not all sleep, but we will all be changed— 52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be 
changed. 53 For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with 
immortality. 54 When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal 
with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed 
up in victory.” 

55 “Where, O death, is your victory? 
    Where, O death, is your sting?” 

56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God! He 
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

58 Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give 
yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not 
in vain. 



 

 

2 Obey the king’s command, I say, because you took an oath before God. 3 Do not be in a 
hurry to leave the king’s presence. Do not stand up for a bad cause, for he will do whatever 
he pleases. 4 Since a king’s word is supreme, who can say to him, “What are you doing?” 

5 Whoever obeys his command will come to no harm, 
    and the wise heart will know the proper time and procedure. 
6 For there is a proper time and procedure for every matter, 
    though a person may be weighed down by misery. 

7 Since no one knows the future, 
    who can tell someone else what is to come? 
8 As no one has power over the wind to contain it, 
    so[a] no one has power over the time of their death. 
As no one is discharged in time of war, 
    so wickedness will not release those who practice it. 

9 All this I saw, as I applied my mind to everything done under the sun. There is a time when 
a man lords it over others to his own[ hurt. 10 Then too, I saw the wicked buried—those who 
used to come and go from the holy place and receive praise[c] in the city where they did this. 
This too is meaningless. 

11 When the sentence for a crime is not quickly carried out, people’s hearts are filled with 
schemes to do wrong. 12 Although a wicked person who commits a hundred crimes may live 
a long time, I know that it will go better with those who fear God, who are reverent before 
him. 13 Yet because the wicked do not fear God, it will not go well with them, and their days 
will not lengthen like a shadow. 

14 There is something else meaningless that occurs on earth: the righteous who get what 
the wicked deserve, and the wicked who get what the righteous deserve. This too, I say, is 
meaningless. 15 So I commend the enjoyment of life, because there is nothing better for a 
person under the sun than to eat and drink and be glad. Then joy will accompany them in 
their toil all the days of the life God has given them under the sun. 

16 When I applied my mind to know wisdom and to observe the labour that is done on 
earth—people getting no sleep day or night— 17 then I saw all that God has done. No one 
can comprehend what goes on under the sun. Despite all their efforts to search it out, no 
one can discover its meaning. Even if the wise claim they know, they cannot really  
comprehend it. 

 

 

Ecclesiastes 8 : 2 - 17 
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