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Knowing Christ,  

Growing in Christ,  

Showing Christ to the World 

Plan for Endurance - NOT Recovery 
We’re used to having disruptions in life - last week heavy rain caused in flooding 
down the south coast and some communities were evacuated.   But pretty soon 
the water will subside and life will get back to normal - after the clean-up.   We  
recover from these momentary disturbances fairly quickly and back to normality.   
Recovery is the mode to manage through many disturbances. 
 

Our experience of COVID-19 is not like that.   It’s now quite clear that there is no 
quick fix.   Control measures to limit the effect of the pandemic are about the best 
we can do.   Victoria has already been hit with a second wave.   NSW has had  
numerous hotspots declared.   Other states have closed their borders with us  
because of this.   COVID-19 means some are in lock-down, or advised not to leave 
home in order to avoid possible infection.    
 

We started back with face-to-face church in June, but it was a shock to be  
confronted with no singing, no mingling, social distancing, cleaning church each 
time we meet; and we can’t even line up to get morning tea and chat.   And now, 
we are recommended to wear face masks and register before we come to church.   
This is not “church” as we know it.    
 

It is apparent that this situation will not go away quickly and that we need to get 
used to these changed ways.   Instead of being in Recovery mode and waiting a 
few days for things to return to ‘normal’, we will have months at least with these re-
strictions.   Over this time we’ll need to learn endurance.    
 

How can we do that?   We’ll need to attend both to our own spiritual life and con-
sider what steps can each of us can take to ensure that individually we endure; 
and what steps can we take to help us all endure?   We will also need to consider 
what steps our church needs to take so we endure - more than that: that we grow.    
 

What would endurance mode look like for us as church, and as individuals? 
 
 

 
(continued next page) 



PLEASE! 
Ensure all heaters  are turned off prior to locking up and  

leaving the building. 

(continued from front page) 

As a church we intend to keep the Zoom 10am Service running.   This will be  
really helpful for anyone who does not feel well, or  needs to isolate or when we 
just don’t have room at church for everyone (we’re capped at 100 people,  
including children).   We’ll continue having morning tea and supper - see this as 
an opportunity to have an extended talk with others seated with you; share and 
discuss one point you found helpful or challenging from hearing God’s word.   
Take time to pray with one another.    
 

As individuals we can intentionally develop a program to read God’s word daily, 
to pray with each other in the family; we can set aside time to phone someone we 
did not see at church and ask how they are going; pray with them.   We can set 
up a regular program to get exercise and to have time with each other - go for 
walks, coffee, etc.   If you go for a coffee, consider if you could invite someone to 
join you - if they are isolated but happy for you to come to them, perhaps you 
could offer to bring a coffee to them.    
 

Over this time we need to take purposeful steps to both grow in Christ and to  
encourage others to do so too.   This is a great time to join a Bible Study group if 
you’re not in one.   This is a time to start new routines and activities.   Don’t wait 
for it to blow over so we can get back to ‘normal’ life again.   Let us work out how 
we can use this time which the Lord has given to us so we endure.    
 

Michael Blake,  Acting Rector 

At a recent conference, six pastors from Melbourne were asked to pray about 
COVID, as Stage 4 restrictions were introduced. This is one of them: 

“ I’m praying for three things. First, that God will have mercy on us and bring relief 
to the many people who are stressed, anxious and suffering. Second, that God 
will use this massive upheaval of our lives to cause many people to stop and think 
about what we really live for and where hope, security and purpose are really 
found. Third, that the Lord will use this time to bring spiritual awakening and  
revival to His people and the church, so that we seek Him afresh with all our heart 

and love Christ and the gospel above all else”  

( - a contribution from Myles Carrick) 



Scripture (SRE) at Mittagong Public School 

We are grateful to be able to teach SRE at Mittagong Public again this year. The 
school has been considerate to have scripture back, now for 2 weeks.  
So you are aware and for your prayers, the classes we currently have are: 
Kindergarten, Year 2, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6. 
This represents about 100-120 students who are receiving  
scripture lessons.  
Would you please continue to uphold our teachers and helpers: 
Robyn Iannelli from St Jude’s Bowral, and Robyn Caltabiano, Cathy and Matthew 
Brooks-Lloyd, Robyn Bean, Alan and Annette Luff, Carolyn Wood, Graham and 
Judi Rose and Lynette Ray.   
Please pray for open keen hearts to receive God’s word in these times. 
Our lessons are held on Thursdays from 2.00 – 2.40pm 
Since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart. (2  
Corinthians 4:1). 
We are hoping that in Term 4 SRE will recommence at Hill Top, and Colo  
Vale Public School will recommence in  2021. 
Thank-you for your prayers.  

Today we would like to give thanks to Robyn Bean who has 

been serving our church as a voluntary helper over the last 

five years.  She has been giving regular assistance to Julie 

in Church Office, and has also been providing assistance in 

various other ways.  From now, Robyn will be helping in the 

Office and with Cubby Club. 

Our Church Office Administrator position is currently being  
advertised.  Details of this position can be found on our church notice 
board, and copies will be made available on request. 

Christianity Explored is re-zooming  

Over 6 one hour sessions come be challenged and refreshed in your 
Christian faith, as we explored Mark’s gospel together. 

When: Thursdays from 3rd September, 7-8pm.   

Speak to Matthew Brooks-Lloyd for more details.  



MINISTERS: All regular members of the congregation. 
 

MINISTRY STAFF: 

Acting Rector:  Michael Blake 
0418 415 097 Sundays, Tuesdays & Fridays 

E: m.blake51@gmail.com 

Assistant Minister: Matthew Brooks-Lloyd 
0404 329 096  E: mbrookslloyd@gmail.com 

Children & Youth Minister: Rochelle Fussell 
0439 455 005     E:  rf@mittang.com.au 

  Office Administrator: Julie Marks  
Church Office: 4871 1947     E: office@mittang.com.au      

 

Honorary Assistant Minister:  
 

Rev. Dr. Ian Pennicook  

Church Banking details:  
National Australia  Bank 

 BSB : 082 711   
Account No: 509 786 018  

 

For your prayers . . .  
 

For thus says the One who is high and lifted up,  

   who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: 

“ I dwell in the high and holy place,  

 and also with him who is of a contrite and lowly spirit,  

to revive the spirit of the lowly,  

 and to revive the heart of the contrite.” Isaiah 57:15 
 

Praise God for His holiness, power and mercy:  for His work in creating and sustaining the 
Universe,  and His unceasing activity in human affairs; that His decisions are always right, and 
in our best interests,  although this may not always be clear to us. Praise Him for His mercy, 
as He carries out His plans to create a people for Himself in history, through the death and 
resurrection of His Son; and for His grace, in gathering us as His children and revealing  

Himself as Father.  

Give thanks for the hard work of the decision-makers and carers in our community at this time 
– especially our governments, service organisations  and medical professionals, -  for those 
“over us in the Lord,” – Michael and Matthew, Rochelle and Julie, the parish council and  
wardens, – and for all our Christian brothers and sisters, whom we are called to serve.  
Continue to pray for wisdom for the nominators, recruiting a new senior minister.  

Pray for the community of the Highlands and beyond during COVID, for relief for those 
stressed, isolated  and finding it difficult to cope with change; that God will use this time of  
upheaval to cause many to question where real hope and purpose are to be found; that God’s 
people everywhere will be alert to opportunities to speak of Jesus.  Continue to pray for Peter 
Jones in Liverpool Hospital, and Letty Gee in Bowral Hospital, now improving..  

Like all of us, Steve McKenzie, leading student work at bond University  (see latest 
prayer letter ) is experiencing frustration from the COVID restrictions. He asks us to 
pray that he will be encouraged, and gives thanks  for God’s work in several students 
moving towards commitment or maturing in their faith. Remember Steve, Julia and 
their family, that they may have peace and confidence at this time.   


