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Knowing Christ,  

Growing in Christ,  

Showing Christ to the World 

Facing Uncertainty with Hope. 

Covid-19 has brought us into times of uncertainty and constant change.   For many of us  
everyday living has become quite awkward and uncomfortable.   This results in an increased 
level of anxiety - in ourselves, and in the context in which we live - your family, your  
workplace, school, church, etc - each of these will experience increased levels of anxiety.   
The anxiety each person (or group) experiences will be different for each individual.   You 
may feel mild irritation as regulations change (again!), while another person may simply glide 
on, another may feel increased anxiety when thinking about going outside.   Each of these 
people will impact the group they are part of (friends, family, church, etc.) in different ways.   
Each of us can serve one another as we navigate these times and we want to do that in a 
way which lessens anxiety - in self and this will also lessen the anxiety the whole group  
experiences.   
 

In his Letter to the Philippians Paul encourages them to bring our anxieties to the throne of 
grace - “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, with prayer and petition with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God.   And the peace of God which transcends all  
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4:6-7) 
 

The life and teaching of Jesus also demonstrates how our calmness in times of anxiety helps 
others to regain their calmness.   Consider Jesus and the disciples on the lake when a  
sudden storm whips up.  He is asleep; in panic they awaken him.  He orders the wind to 
cease and the waves to be calm.   Their anxiety and panic likewise subside, and they  
become amazed at his power over nature.   In Mark 8 Jesus tells his disciples they are on 
their way to Jerusalem where he will be arrested, mocked and killed - and be raised on the 
third day.   We then see him leading them to Jerusalem.   They follow in deep fear.   Their 
fear is real; but something about this man Jesus, means that even in their fear they are  
prepared to follow him, even to death.   Above all else they wanted to be with him.   His very 
presence gave them confidence.   Then, in the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus is in deep  
distress - praying.   When the soldiers arrive to arrest him, he stands and calmly goes with 
them.   He shows us what it is to be a calm, present leader, even in the most extreme times.    
 

How do we exercise calm, present leadership - for ourselves and our family - when there’s 
disappointment, constant change and pressure from every side? Understanding what’s going 
on psychologically now with our church, family and our self? How to best care for your team 
or family? And how should we lead now when anxiety levels keep oscillating as the risk from 
the virus waxes and wanes (and is likely to for the next two years).  
 

(continued next page) 



Remember that each  

Friday morning from 9am—10am  
is our weekly church prayer meeting.  

Its also the power house.  

(continued from front page) 

Robert Creech is Director of Pastoral Ministries and was senior pastor of University Baptist 
Church in Houston, Texas for 22 years.   Recently, Robert gave a seminar for Church  
leaders and said that we should: “… abandon both optimism and despair and serve with 
hope. Jurgen Moltmann says the two sins against hope are optimism and despair.  
Optimism is groundless. Despair is faithless. … we may be in this social distancing mode 
for some time. We should prepare ourselves to do our ministry in this situation for the  
long-haul. Hope is not optimism. It is, for the Christian, a part of a realistic outlook. The 
Easter reality is that in whatever future we find ourselves, God is present, God is with us. 
He is our hope.  “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 
you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 15:13).”  
 

The presence of God with us is the reality which is the fulfilment of our hope.   We can know 
with absolute confidence that whatever our circumstances, He is with us.   This hope  
becomes an anchor for our soul, reaching right into heaven itself.   This hope will enable us 
to face uncertainty with calm, present leadership.   Make it your aim to face the anxious  
uncertainties of life and Covid, with a settled confidence in the presence of God always with 
us.   Here is the hope that will sustain us.    
 

Michael Blake,  Acting Rector 
 

What about ringing someone living in lockdown? 

Aged relative? Church member? Living in Melbourne?   

You may be surprised that he or she encourages you.   

Wearing Face Masks 

The guidelines we have from the Diocese are that wearing of face masks is not 
compulsory, only recommended for parishioners.   Some people find the masks 
make it more difficult to breathe and last Sunday one parishioner fainted while 
wearing one.   Please do not challenge anyone who is not wearing a face mask. 

Clergy are expected to wear a face mask unless preaching or reading the Service. 

Thank you, 

Michael Blake, Acting Rector 



Today we would like to congratulate Graham Covey,  
celebrating his 90th birthday on  
Wednesday 26th.  Graham and his dear wife Susan, 
have been part of St. Stephen’s church family since 
1995—now over 25 years.  They have attended all  
services, and are currently part of our 8am service.  We 
pray God’s richest blessings for Graham and Susan as 
they continue to shine as lights in our community. 

Our Church Office Administrator position is currently being  
advertised.  Details of this position can be found on our church notice 
board, and copies will be made available on request. 

Christianity Explored  
is re-zooming  
Over 6 one hour sessions come and be 
challenged and refreshed in your 
Christian faith, as we explore Mark’s 
gospel together. 
When: Thursdays from 3rd September, 7-8pm.   
Speak to Matthew Brooks-Lloyd for more details.  

Albert and Daphne Lee are celebrating next 
week (on 27th) 65 years of married life  
together.  Congratulations to this wonderful  
couple who have been part of St. Stephen’s for 
over 20 years, teaching scripture in schools,  
involved in music ministry,  and leading Bible 

Studies. 

Assistance Needed 
We are looking for someone who would be 
able to empty the church bins each week after 
Sunday 5pm AND put the bins out each week 
to be emptied early on Wednesday morning. If 
you could help please email or phone the 
Church Office. Thanks.  



MINISTERS: All regular members of the congregation. 
 

MINISTRY STAFF: 

Acting Rector:  Michael Blake 
0418 415 097 Sundays, Tuesdays & Fridays 

E: m.blake51@gmail.com 

Assistant Minister: Matthew Brooks-Lloyd 
0404 329 096  E: mbrookslloyd@gmail.com 

Children & Youth Minister: Rochelle Fussell 
0439 455 005     E:  rf@mittang.com.au 

  Office Administrator: Julie Marks  
Church Office: 4871 1947     E: office@mittang.com.au      

 

Honorary Assistant Minister:  
 

Rev. Dr. Ian Pennicook  

Church Banking details:  
National Australia  Bank 

 BSB : 082 711   
Account No: 509 786 018  

 

For your prayers . . .  
 

In these ongoing days of COVID-19, praise God that in His sovereignty, His 
Word is being proclaimed in many ways: from the Haddons zooming the 
Word of God to Santiago and beyond; to Arthur, staring a prayer and medi-
tation group during lockdown at Anthem.   As well as Arthur, pray for all 
members of MAC in lockdown: John; Geraldine; Esme; Gary; Pam; and for 
their deeply concerned families.   

Ongoing Life at MAC:  Pray for Michael, Matthew, Rochelle and Julie in 
their demanding leadership roles and thank God for the way in which 
Church Services,  Bible Teaching and other activities are continuing with a 
combination of face-to-face and virtual ministry; and as we miss the joy of 
congregational singing, pray that we will be challenged to pray for  
persecuted Christians who can never safely praise God in joyful song.   
Continue to pray for our nominators: Andrew J; Andrew M; Lynda;  
Margaret; Stuart.  Pray for ministry to youth: Follow Primary learning big 
about words that end in ‘tion’ like salvation; and Follow Youth challenged 
by the testimonies of leaders and parents.  Pray that God will guide each 
one into a personal relationship with Himself.  Thank God for the way  
children and youth are adapting to the new way of doing Kids 
Church.  Thank God and pray for all leaders and helpers of these groups.    

Pray for link missionary, Margaret in SW Sydney as she plans her ministry 
to individuals and needing Godly wisdom with bigger groups. Pray that the 
Holy Spirit will reveal Jesus to a member of her English class who is reading 
the Bible in her own language.  Thank God for the Community Pantry  
assisting people to get affordable food both in Margaret’s area and here at 
MAC; pray that God will give opportunities to speak of Jesus.   


