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Safe Ministry - Update 
 The Lord Jesus calls us to love our neighbour, so it is of greatest important that we  
conduct all our ministries in a Safe Ministry environment.   The Professional Standards Unit 
(PSU) is charged with implementing the Safe Ministry requirements passed by our Synod.   
They are also responsible for training and making recommendations for further improving our 
Safe Ministry standards.    
 Every person who involved in ministry with children (a person under the age of 18 years), 
is required to satisfy several requirements: 
 1. to have a Working With Children Check - this is a Police search to ensure that your 
name is not on a list of people banned from contact with children by the Courts.   This check is 
renewed every 3 years to ensure it is up to date. 
 2. to have satisfactorily completed Safe Ministry training.   This is also refreshed every 3 
years to ensure those working with children are up to date.    
 At this moment will you pause and thank God for all those who are involved with 
any ministry to children - SRE, Follow Primary, Follow Youth, Sunday School, Creche.   
Not only the leaders, but every helper is trained.   The training is not just to prevent 
abuse, but also to provide positive models and attitudes to teaching children.  This is an 
expression of our responsibility to provide a safe environment for all children.    
 Since the Safe Ministry program was set up it has undergone various changes and  
developments.  These have now been incorporated into a new Ordinance, passed at the last 
Synod.   With this new Ordinance a new preliminary character survey is included.   The  
intention of this survey is to flag any behaviours or attitudes which are inappropriate for a  
person involved in ministry to children.   The point of the survey is not to rule people out, but 
rather to provide assistance, including counselling if desired, to overcome the inappropriate  
behaviour.   For example, statistics show that almost every child growing up will encounter  
pornographic material.  If a person develops a habit of viewing this material they may need 
some assistance to end that habit.   The aim of the survey is to raise the issue and to ask if it is 
still a problem.   If it is then we will offer appropriate help to develop self control. 
 This is a wonderful opportunity for us to do serious business with God.   The scriptures 
teach us that “… our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away 
with that we should be no longer slaves to sin.” (Romans 6:6), and “Put to death therefore, 
whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust evil desire, and greed, 
which is idolatry. … You must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, 
slander, and filthy language from your lips.” (Colossians 3:5-8).    
 Over the coming weeks every person who is involved in ministry to children will be asked 
to complete the survey and forward it to the Rector.   



to all who have purchased face masks.   

$1000 has been forwarded to Bukang Liwayway, Philippines. 

Through  Christian programs, they are helping poor  

communities through the Covid pandemic. 
 

Masks are still available  

for a $10 donation, from  

the church office or  
 

contact Kathy Crawshaw on 0438 613 598 

(If you have cotton fabric that you would like made in to a mask, let Kathy know…) 

Last Wednesday, 

some of the MU 

ladies enjoyed a 

visit to the home of 

Cheryl & Peter 

Costigan. Over a 

delicious morning 

tea, there was lots 

to talk about and a 

stroll through the 

garden followed.  

(from Page 1) 

These surveys will be treated confidentially and will only be seen by the Rector.    
The surveys are required to be kept in a secure location.   
 This may feel intrusive, and it may feel that we do not trust you.   Everyone 
in ministry with children throughout the diocese is asked to complete the same 
survey.   The survey is a recognition that we all sin, and we all find repentance 
hard.   The aim of the Diocese is not to accuse, but to ensure that we have as 
safe an environment as possible for our children.  I hope you will see this as a 
positive step to serve the children of our church and our community as best we 
can.    
 If you wish to discuss this with me, you are most welcome to do so.   
Please phone me to make a time. 
 Michael Blake,   Acting Rector. 



If anyone is in need of prayer for healing or any other concern, you 

are welcome to come to the 12 noon service when some people will 

pray for you.  Otherwise ring the Rev. Daphne Robey on 4871 3242.  

Daphne will arrange for prayer at home or church, individually or 

corporately. 

From Myles, our Librarian: 

A mixed bag....but all good! – Books to buy and read during COVID..... 

Nancy Guthrie, What every Child should know about Prayer,  Koorong , 
$19.95 

.”...explains in child-friendly language what prayer is, 
how and why we should pray, and the things we can 
pray about.... This book will introduce children to the 
gift of prayer and will encourage them to enjoy speak-
ing to their father God.” 

 

Bruce Olson, Bruchko,  Koorong, $24.95, e-book $17.19 

“ What happens when a nineteen-year-old boy  leaves 
home and heads into the jungles to evangelise a tribe of 
South American Indians? Despite terror, capture, torture 
and loneliness, Olson has lived among the Indians for 
over forty years...” 

 

Rachel Jones, 5 Things to Pray for in a Global Crisis: 
prayers that change things in times of trouble,   
Koorong, $7.99 

“...These prayers will help you pray for comfort in lone-
liness, wisdom in uncertainty and hope in grief....they 
will help you pray for the sick and vulnerable, the gov-
ernment and the opportunities this crisis presents for 
God’s kingdom to grow..” 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.shutterstock.com%2Fsearch%2Fpraying%2Bhands&psig=AOvVaw1WsXwwjgJhZO2utcjqJ6GO&ust=1588896383301000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJi8uca6oOkCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAS


MINISTERS: All regular members of the congregation. 
 

MINISTRY STAFF: 

Acting Rector:  Michael Blake 
0418 415 097 Sundays, Wednesdays & Fridays 

E: m.blake51@gmail.com 

Assistant Minister: Matthew Brooks-Lloyd 
0404 329 096  E: mbrookslloyd@gmail.com 

Children & Youth Minister: Rochelle Fussell 
0439 455 005     E:  rf@mittang.com.au 

  Office Administrator: Julie Marks  
Church Office: 4871 1947     E: office@mittang.com.au      

 

Honorary Assistant Minister:  
 

Rev. Dr. Ian Pennicook  

Church Banking details:  
National Australia  Bank 

 BSB : 082 711   
Account No: 509 786 018  

 

Prayer points 13th September 2020 

Isaiah 46:9-10  

I am God, and there is none like me, declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient 

times things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my  

purpose.’ 

Our God is omniscient - all knowing.  At the moment it is difficult to see our way out of the  

current pandemic, but give praise to God who knows all things and will use the current times 

to serve His purpose. 

Pray for people here in Australia and around the world forcibly separated from family and 

friends.   Pray that they will be comforted by His presence. 

Pray for wisdom for leaders of governments, around the world and in Australia.  

Praise God for the recent speech of Papua New Guinea Prime Minister, James Marape calling 

on the people of PNG to acknowledge The Lord as creator and sustainer of all things and for 

PNG to become a truly Christian Nation.    Pray for this government with much less resources 

than ours as it fights Covid 19. 

Give thanks for us being able to meet together, and that God will keep all churches safe and 

Covid 19 free. and that at the announcement of revised health order of 20th September, the 

NSW government may be able to remove some of the current restrictions on church worship. 

Pray for Link Missionaries and the ministry to students of Tizho in Zimbabwe and Steve  

Mackenzie in Queensland, that they may be able to reach and counsel students with the joy of 

knowing Jesus. 

For our staff, this week focusing on the Brooks Lloyd family with Matthew’s  mother Geraldine 

passing away this week.    Pray for God’s comfort at this time for Matthew and family.    For 

others of our congregation ill or convalescing.   Praise God that Peter Jones is now thankfully 

at home after a long hospital stay. 

http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=isaiah+46%3a9-10

