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Knowing Christ,  

Growing in Christ,  

Showing Christ to the World 

St Stephen’s Drop In Coffee Morning 
It is wonderful to see the Drop In Coffee Morning and the Anglicare Food Van 
back on Friday mornings.  We are operating according to our Covid plan and our 
customers have become used to signing in, hand sanitiser and social distancing.   
Over the past few  Fridays, we have seen between 20 and 25 people come along 
to enjoy a complimentary tea or coffee, slice of bun and some good fellowship.  
Church members make up about half of those attending and the remainder come 
along because someone invites them, they see the signs outside the church, read 
about it in the local paper or are customers of the Food Van. 
For anyone who is not familiar with our Friday ministries, the Drop In Coffee 
Morning started more than 5 years ago.  The aim was to show the love of Jesus 
to anyone who walked through the door by developing a welcoming and friendly 
atmosphere and offering hospitality.  Through all of this we hope to build bridges 
and share our faith.  We have hospitality volunteers who serve food and hot drinks 
but we also need our church     members to come alongside people who call in, to 
welcome, encourage, listen, laugh, cry, share and pray with them as needed – 
and we have done all of these. 
The Anglicare Food Van started approximately two years ago and visits every 
other  Friday.  The van is organised and run by Anglicare but Lynette Ray is our 
liaison person for the van and she co-ordinates a team of volunteers to run the 
service according to   Anglicare’s guidelines.  Customers pay $10 for a bag of  
groceries of their choice which is packed by volunteers to ensure that as much as 
possible gets into the bags.  Under Covid rules the guidelines have had to be 
slightly adjusted so that the service can run safely but everyone still receives very 
good value. 
Chris Anstiss, who is a Food Van volunteer, has hampers for 
distribution at Christmas and would 
love to hear from you 
with offers of help or 
names of suitable    
recipients. 
We would appreciate 
prayers for our  Continued over page ...  



 
 

NEXT WEEK!!  You are all Still invited to a picnic! 

Due to Covid guidelines… we will 

meet here in the hall 

 When: November 22nd 

 Time: for 1pm onwards. 

Register via the clipboard or online via 

the link  in the weekly email.  

Hope to see you there!  

Note from MAC Library... 

Do you currently have a library book at home? If the answer is  
“Yes”, you’ve probably had it for months  - due to COVID!  

Would you please return your book by Sunday, November 15, 
as we will be reopening a COVID – safe library  for holiday reading in mid-
December!   Details to follow... 

 

NEW ALPHA ONLINE 
RESOURCES 

 
We have been so encouraged by the     

fantastic uptake of Alpha Online. Online 
really is our new mission field! We have 

recently released our 'Complete Guide to 
Running Alpha Online 2.0' with everything 

you need to run Alpha Online.  

volunteers as they show Christ to our customers; for visitors who don’t yet know 
Jesus as their Lord and Saviour and for more people to call in and see us. 
Please prayerfully consider if you would like to be involved in our Friday minis-
tries.  Please pray asking that God  “may open a door of opportunity for our mes-
sage so that we may proclaim the Good News of Christ…” (Colossians 4:3).  
Please pray that God would give those who come a desire to know him.   Pray for 
us that we may listen well, being gracious and patient, and always  alert to see 
how we can point people to the Lord that can trust and the Saviour they need. 
Contact: Graham or Judi Rose, for Drop In Coffee Morning, Lynette Ray for Food 
Van or  
Chris Anstiss for hampers. All contact details are in the directory or messages can 
be left at the church office. 

… continued from front  
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Capacity changes effective Friday, 23 October, 2020 

As of Friday, 23 October, 2020, for services apart from weddings and     

funerals, places of worship can have up to 300 people or one person per 

4 square metres of space, whichever is less. Unfortunately, due to our 

space, we are limited to 60 in the Heritage building; 45 in the foyer; and 

65 in the auditorium. A total of 170... 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/covid-safe/places-of-worship  

 

Anglicare cover Sydney, Blue Mountains, Southern 

Highlands and Shoalhaven.  They have a variety of    

resources available to people in need. Ask at our 

church office for brochures on their services or 

take  a look at their website:   

www.anglicare.org.au/what-we-offer/ 

Helping your Pastor Go the Distance 

As Rob Sharp has accepted the Archbishop’s     
invitation to be the next Rector of Mittagong  
Parish, it would be good for us to consider how 
we can “help their Pastor stay fit for a  lifetime of 
ministry”.     That’s the longer title of a little   
booklet written by Bishop Peter Brain (previously 
Bishop of Armidale).   It will be so helpful to consider steps we can take to         
welcome, encourage and support Rob and Cass in their role as our ministry family.  
A copy of this booklet is  available for every family (1 per family) - please get one 
today as you leave church - see Michael.   



 

Honorary Assistant Minister:  
 

Rev. Dr. Ian Pennicook  

Church Banking details:  
National Australia  Bank 

 BSB : 082 711   
Account No: 509 786 018  

 

For your prayers… Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; 

Make known his deeds among the peoples! Psalm 105 
 

We have much to give thanks for... 
...for the gifts that last forever....  

for the peace and sense of purpose given us by a Creator who is active in history to 
create a people from all nations and cultures, to live with Him forever... 

for God’s gift of a Saviour and His death for us.... 
 for His victory over the forces of evil........ 
for a restored relationship with our  heavenly Father...  
for the gift of God’s Spirit, to dwell within  us and guide us...  
for the glorious future reserved for all God’s people.. 

...for the “ordinary” things of everyday life, so easily taken for granted... 
for good food, comfortable housing, material security ...  
for a peaceful and stable nation.. 
 for the provision of careers and productive work.. 
for the pleasures of family and friendship, hobbies, the arts  and  sporting activities..  

...for our life together at MAC.... 
for God’s provision of the gifts we need to flourish as His people... 
for God’s promise to sustain and protect us until Jesus returns..  
for the wonderful opportunity we have to be a light to the people of Mittagong... . 
for God’s provision of Rev. Rob Sharp  as our new senior minister, and his family...  
.for the hard work of the Ministry team, especially during the complexities of COVID.. 

...for the wider world... 
for the  peaceful outcome of the American elections.. 
 for those working to develop a COVID vaccine.. 
 for the lifting of travel restrictions in Australia... 

We  pray for those in need...for all those suffering illness, isolation and dislocation be-
cause of COVID... for  all carers, and those  recently bereaved... 
We pray for the progress of the gospel , and remember especially Steve  and Julia 
Mckenzie, Garry and Julie Haddon, Tizho  in Tanzania, Patricia in New Guinea, and Mar-
garet in south-west Sydney – that they will persevere during COVID and be refreshed in 
God’s care for them. 

MINISTERS: All regular members of the congregation. 
MINISTRY STAFF: 

Acting Rector:  Michael Blake 
0418 415 097 Sundays, Wednesdays & Fridays 

E: m.blake51@gmail.com 
Assistant Minister: Matthew Brooks-Lloyd 
0404 329 096  E: mbrookslloyd@gmail.com 

Children & Youth Minister: Rochelle Fussell 
0439 455 005     E:  rf@mittang.com.au 

  Office : Kathy Crawshaw & Anna Chapman 
Church Office: 4871 1947     E: office@mittang.com.au     


