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Sunday 13th December 2020 
Knowing Christ,  

Growing in Christ,  

Showing Christ to the World 

MAC Book Club 
 

Have you ever had someone ask you “How can you believe in a good God 
when there is so much suffering?” 
or 
“How can you believe in Christianity and its supernatural claims when we 
now have advanced science?” 
 

I have.  And I question constantly.  What do we do? 
 

Scriptures are always a place to turn and are complete - Sola Scriptura - but 
that doesn’t mean they are always self-evidently easy to understand.  Rather, 
they are necessarily dense in order to speak profound truth to all people 
through all time. They are also less helpful for those who are not already 
Christian. Which is why reading books about the Scriptures and Christianity 
can be of enormous benefit, both for the reader and those to whom they    
minister.   
 

Great minds and faithful souls have wrestled with the Scriptures - their mean-
ing, application and stumbling blocks - for centuries.  Reading their work    
allows us to KNOW Jesus better.  For example, did you know that the concept 
of Jesus as man and God was a huge argument in the early church?  Athana-
sius was victorious over Arius, reasoning that if Jesus was not fully divine 
then he did not have the power or authority to atone for all humanity’s sins. 
The result was the Nicene Creed. Knowing this background means we can   
affirm our belief and WHY we believe it.  Mormons are  a type of modern day 
Arian - the struggle to discern the Scriptures is ongoing.  
 

“Faith… alone justifies” said Luther but he never claimed that faith was only 
a feeling, rather that to “trust in God” with “greater confidence than we feel” 
is a “strength”.  Reasoning is a complement to our faith and Jesus command-
ed us to love God with all our “body, soul and mind”.  It is important not to 
get stuck in an echo chamber of this or that tradition but regularly go back to 
the roots, the true word. 
 

We also GROW in our faith as we understand more. Deeply rooted faith has a 
better grasp of the gospel and all its nuances when the inevitable storms of 
this life try to wrench us away.  It also makes us more approachable to the 
lost. 



… continued from front  

A Christian who laments with the unbeliever, engages with their questions and 
doesn’t just spout truisms or pat answers is much more likely to reach their heart 
- a well informed Christian is better able to SHOW Christ. 
 

So I invite you to join Book Club and read with me.   We meet once a month at a 
member’s home.  The regular time is determined by members.   
 

To sign up or ask about book titles, etc contact Jessica Miskelly: 0407 410 494 or 
jessica.t.miskelly@gmail.com 

Important things to note!! 

Sunday, 27th December Services:  There will be 2 services only  -    9:30am 
& 5:00pm 

5:00pm - Registration is required for Both the service and/or Farewell. Ei-
ther by phone or leaving your name at the church office.  

Revised Service Times in 2021. 
January 3rd is the first Sunday of CMS Summer School. We are hoping to access a livestream 
from Summer School for our morning services. More info as it becomes available. 
At Parish Council this week we discussed the relaxing of restrictions for Covid-Safe meetings 
and the Archbishop’s advice on these. From January 10 our new Service times are as follows: 
7:45am Service of Word and Prayer with Lord’s Supper on second and fourth Sundays; 
9:30am Contemporary Service with Lord’s Supper on the second Sunday; 
11:15am Service of Word and Prayer with Lord’s Supper on second and fourth Sundays; 
5pm Contemporary Service with Lord’s Supper on the second Sunday. 
Michael Blake 
Acting Rector 
CMS Summer School 
Due to Covid this year, main sessions (with Bible talks and missionary sessions) will be 
available 9–11:30am. We will be running these morning sessions in the Auditorium Monday 4th 
to Thursday 7th January. We’ll have time for morning tea, opportunity to hear from missionar-
ies and time to share, pray and ask questions. If you have not been to Summer School before, 
here is your opportunity to join us! More info next week. 
Michael Blake 
Acting Rector 
Masks, Singing and Church 

Revised Public Health Orders mean wearing of masks is optional and we may now sing at 
church. If you intend to sing we are asked to do so modestly and preferably wear a mask as 
well. If you don’t want to wear a mask please sing softly. In considering this, please exercise 
due regard for the welfare of others in the Service and their own health concerns.   

Michael Blake 

Acting Rector 



A proposed notice for the Rectory Renovations 

Renovations to the Rectory 

From January 1st to 20th a number of renovations are being made to the rectory, 
in preparation for the arrival of the Sharp family. These projects include painting, 
replacing the kitchen cupboards and flooring, and work in the garden. If you would 
like to assist with the removal of the old kitchen,  painting, general repairs or gar-
dening, please contact Steve Dunn on 0402029336. 

Brooks-Lloyds’ Farewell 

A farewell to the Brooks-Lloyd’s has been organised for Sunday 27th December 
after the 5.00pm service. For catering purposes and to ensure we adhere to 
Covid    restriction, could you please contact the church office if you would like to 
attend. 

If you would like to contribute money towards a gift for the Brooks-Lloyds, please 
place it in the collection box in the foyer in an envelope clearly marked, Brooks-
Lloyd Farewell Gift.  All monies collected will be combined.   

If you are unable to attend the farewell and would like to say goodbye to the 
Brooks-Lloyd family contact Matthew directly and he will endeavor to see you     

Hampers 

Thank you to all those that have contributed to the Toys and Tucker ham-

pers! This Sunday is the last day to make donations.  

There remain five bushfire Christmas hampers in the Mathew Room. If 

you know of any families who need assistance please contact Chris Anstiss 

on 0438612763 

From the MAC library...  three more suggestions for your hol-

iday reading this January... 

The Way of Wisdom, Tim Keller -  in this 365-day devotional, we 
learn how to apply the wisdom of the Bible to everyday life. 

Everyday Church,  Tim Chester – The church’s place in our society 
is changing. What does this mean for our life together and our out-
reach? Drawing on 1 Peter, the author provides a challenging (and 
encouraging!) way forward. 

The Bible in Australia, Meredith Lake.  The 2018 Christian Book of the Year.  A must
-read for believers and non-believers alike. The author explores how the Bible has played a piv-
otal and contested role in our country’s history. One of our most popular titles. 

These books will be on display with others in the foyer after our services today. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.koorong.com%2Fproduct%2Feveryday-church-mission-by-being-good-neighbours-tim_9781844745203&psig=AOvVaw3U4EL6GQxc9uZiuhQQwODy&ust=1607580231830000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKibupedwO0CFQAA
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fhome.dictionaryofsydney.org%2Fmeredith-lake-the-bible-in-australia-a-cultural-history-updated-edition%2F&psig=AOvVaw3fxdSVEJ98KjQsTDPrI63k&ust=1607580337136000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJiSh8
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.koorong.com%2Fproduct%2Fthe-way-of-wisdom-a-year-of-daily_9781473647558&psig=AOvVaw16O0TR9ra3UVkPsrr60iPC&ust=1607580128349000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLjl_uWcwO0CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAH


Church Banking details:  
National Australia  Bank 

 BSB : 082 711   
Account No: 509 786 018  

 

Psalm 116  vs 12 & 13 
 What shall I render unto the Lord for all his benefits toward me? 
 I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the Lord. 
Give thanks and praise to God for all that he has provided to us and our 
nation here in Australia. Pray that the people in Australia will not consider 
that these benefits arise only from their own efforts, but that they come 
from the Lord. 
Pray that the people of our nation will turn around and embrace the sal-
vation offered through Jesus. 
Give thanks for the easing of restrictions, enabling us to worship in a 
more joyful manner. Pray that many will take the opportunity to register 
beforehand and attend church this Christmas. 
Pray for new families in the areas of Renwick and Nattai Ponds,  that 
they will seek and find friendship and fellowship in this area through local 
churches. 
Give thanks for the ministries of both Michael and Matthew as they 
come to a close here in Mittagong. Pray that God will lead them to new ar-
eas of ministry where they may use their gifts to lift up His name. 
Pray for link missionaries – Margaret in Sydney, who is thankful they are 
able to hold a carol service.  Pray that those she invites will come along, 
and pray for those in the homes she visits, that she will be able to convey 
clearly the significance of Jesus’ birth to them. 
For Patricia back in Papua New Guinea, that she will be able to continue 
her witness for the Lord and that He will provide all her needs. 
We continue to lift Jenny Hawkins to the Lord after her recent surgery. 
We give thanks for the surgeons and pray for her as she recovers. 
We pray for the Economos family, as they gri 
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