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Growing in Christ,  

Showing Christ to the World 

The Christmas Tree 

December 9, 2020 by Mark Thompson  

A practice of bringing plants into the home during winter, especially the boughs of ever-
green trees, has a long history in Europe. Sometimes it had religious significance and 
sometimes not. We know that in medieval Europe, ‘the tree of paradise’ was decorated 
with shiny red balls representing the forbidden fruit from the Genesis account of the 
Fall. Trees were associated with a number of different festivals and celebrations. 

Associating a decorated tree with Christmas seems to have originated in the fifteenth 
and sixteenth centuries, perhaps first in Estonia and Latvia, and then, a little later, in 
Germany. One popular story links the origins of the modern Christmas tree to the    
German Protestant reformer, Martin Luther. He is said to have been walking through 
the forest one night before Christmas, when he looked up to see the stars shining 
through the tree branches. It was so beautiful that he went home and told his children 
that it reminded him of Jesus, who left the stars of heaven to come to earth at Christ-
mas so that he could be our Saviour. They recreated the scene in the family home and 
the practice soon caught on. 

Eventually, through the 
German princes and 
princesses who occupied 
the English throne in the 
eighteenth and early 
nineteenth centuries, 
and through Hessian  
soldiers who were       
deployed in the garrison 
in Québec, the practice 
of decorating a      
Christmas tree in the 
home crossed the English Channel and then the Atlantic Ocean. Today the installation 
of Christmas trees is well-known right around the world. It adds to the celebratory tone 
of this traditional Christian festival. 



… continued from front  

Brooks-Lloyds’ Farewell 

Next Sunday evening (27th Dec at 6:30pm) we will be saying 
good-bye the Brooks-Lloyd family. A simple affair of pizza and ice-
cream has been organized. Please register, for catering purpos-
es, via the registration code or at the church office.  

 

If you would like to contribute money towards a gift for the Brooks-Lloyds, please 
place it in the collection box in the foyer in an envelope clearly marked, Brooks-
Lloyd Farewell Gift.  All monies collected will be combined.   

If you are unable to attend the farewell and would like to say goodbye to the Brooks
-Lloyd family contact Matthew directly and he will endeavor to see you before he 
leaves. 

 

Michael’s Farewell 

Sunday, January 10th will be Michaels last day and we will farewell him at each ser-
vice on that day.    

If you would like to contribute to a gift, please place money in an envelope with his 
name written on the front and place it in the collection box, all monies collected will 
be combined.   

The joy of Christmas is, as Luther put it, the arrival of the one who is our Saviour. In 
2020, after a year of dislocation and stress, a Christmas tree is a tangible symbol of life 
and a reminder that against all odds there is hope. That hope centres on a child born in 
extraordinary circumstances and in fulfilment of an ancient promise, Jesus of Nazareth, 
the Christ. Forgiveness, new life and the restoration of all things are found in him. 

Happy Christmas. 

Save the Date 

There will be a commencement service for Rob Sharp on the 6th of January at 2pm. 
Please register if you would like to attend, either by the above QR Code or by con-
tacting the office.  

From the MAC Library—Three more recommendations on display today for holiday reading. 

Stephen Liggins—Travelling the World as a Citizen of Heaven 

Rachel Jones—5 Things to Pray in a Global Crisis 

J.I. Packer—Finish Your Course with Joy 



Please pray for this ministry 

 The Drop-in Centre will recommence 

on January, 8th 2021.  Thank you for 

your prayers and support of this 

ministry. 

A proposed notice for the Rectory Renovations 

Renovations to the Rectory 

From January 1st to 20th a number of renovations are being made to the rectory, 
in preparation for the arrival of the Sharp family. These projects include painting, 
replacing the kitchen cupboards and flooring, and work in the garden. If you would 
like to assist with the removal of the old kitchen, painting, general repairs or gar-
dening, please contact Steve Dunn on 0402029336. 

Brooks-Lloyd's need help! 
Our earthly goods are going into storage on 29 December. We are wondering if 
anyone can help us with the following needs : 
- packing 
- someone to do 1-2 tip runs before Christmas 
- someone to do an op shop run or 2 
- somewhere to store laundry liquids and kitchen liquids that cannot go into stor-
age (until mid January) 
- somewhere to store lawnmowers and garden equipment, BBQ and gas bottle, 
until mid January. 
-someone to provide lunch and morning tea on 29th December 
- someone to fix our bikes before we store them 
- someone to help clean the rectory on 29th December -someone to do a final 
lawn mow in fine weather! 
Please contact Cathy on 0408329942 or Matthew on 0404329096. 
Thank you so much. 
Matthew, Cathy and kids  

Covid Cleaners Needed! 

If you are attending the Christmas Eve of Day services and are able to help with 
cleaning please get in contact with Naomi Smith ASAP on  

thesmithies@hotmail.com 



Church Banking details:  
National Australia  Bank 

 BSB : 082 711   
Account No: 509 786 018  

 

“Praise God in heaven! 
Peace on earth to everyone 
    who pleases God.” The angels, Lk 2.14, CEV 

Let’s praise God......  
for His mercy  and faithfulness, as our Creator, who holds the Universe in    

existence  
 for His goodness, that He always works in our lives  for our benefit    
for His holiness: that he exists above us and beyond us,as Father, Son and   

Holy Spirit  
 for His humility in sending Jesus to be “God with us”  
for His wisdom, revealing Himself in history through His ancient people, the 

Messiah, His death and resurrection  
Let’s thank Him...... 
for the good things of everyday life – human fellowship, the wonders of     

nature, opportunities to serve others 
 for the gift of a Saviour for our weary and broken world  
for our protection from the worst effects of the pandemic  
for the provision of COVID vaccines  
for the  work of governments and health workers  
for Jenny Hawkins’ successful operation last week  
for His promise to protect and care for His people. We remember especially 

Garry and Julie Haddon; their flight home has been delayed until February, 
and they will spend Christmas in Santiago separated  from their elder 
daughters, Katrina and Mikayla, who are in Sydney  

Let’s ask Him... 
to help us take time out from the Christmas rush to pause and give thanks for 

the gift of Jesus  
to bless the lonely and isolated at this time 
to help all preachers and worship leaders at Christmas, that their service may 

be marked by joy amid a heavy workload 
 to ensure that newcomers and visitors to all Christmas services will feel     

welcome and understand the message of God’s grace in Christ.  

 

Honorary Assistant Minister:  
 

Rev. Dr. Ian Pennicook  

MINISTERS: All regular members of the congregation. 
MINISTRY STAFF: 

Acting Rector:  Michael Blake 
0418 415 097 Sundays, Wednesdays & Fridays 

E: m.blake51@gmail.com 
Assistant Minister: Matthew Brooks-Lloyd 
0404 329 096  E: mbrookslloyd@gmail.com 

Children & Youth Minister: Rochelle Fussell 
0439 455 005     E:  rf@mittang.com.au 

  Office : Kathy Crawshaw & Anna Chapman 
Church Office: 4871 1947     E: office@mittang.com.au     


