
December 20th, 2020 
Preacher: Michael Blake 

Luke 1:26-56 (NIV) 
26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Naza-
reth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a 
descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, 
“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this 
might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor 
with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Je-
sus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will 
give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants 
forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 

35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called[b] the Son of 
God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she 
who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God 
will ever fail.” 

38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then 
the angel left her. 
39 At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Ju-
dea, 40 where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Eliza-
beth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled 
with the Holy Spirit. 42 In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among wom-
en, and blessed is the child you will bear! 43 But why am I so favored, that the mother 
of my Lord should come to me? 44 As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my 
ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 Blessed is she who has believed that 
the Lord would fulfill his promises to her!” 
46 And Mary said:   
“My soul glorifies the Lord 
47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has been mindful 
    of the humble state of his servant. 
From now on all generations will call me blessed, 
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49     for the Mighty One has done great things for me— 
    holy is his name. 
50 His mercy extends to those who fear him, 
    from generation to generation. 
51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; 
    he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. 
52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones 
    but has lifted up the humble. 
53 He has filled the hungry with good things 
    but has sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 
    remembering to be merciful 
55 to Abraham and his descendants forever, 
    just as he promised our ancestors.”  
56 Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then returned home.  
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 * to a virgin pledged to be married (vs. 27) 
 
 
 * why Mary? (vs. 28-30) 
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* the Son of the Most High (vs. 31-32, 2 Samuel 7:13,14) 
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8 The Lord has sent a message against 
Jacob; 
    it will fall on Israel. 
9 All the people will know it— 
    Ephraim and the inhabitants of Sa-
maria— 
who say with pride 
    and arrogance of heart, 
10 “The bricks have fallen down, 
    but we will rebuild with dressed stone; 
the fig trees have been felled, 
    but we will replace them with cedars.” 
11 But the LORD has strengthened Re-
zin’s foes against them 
    and has spurred their enemies on. 
12 Arameans from the east and Philis-
tines from the west 
    have devoured Israel with open 
mouth.  
Yet for all this, his anger is not turned 
away, 
    his hand is still upraised.  
13 But the people have not returned to 
him who struck them, 
    nor have they 
sought the LORD Almighty. 
14 So the LORD will cut off from Israel 
both head and tail, 
    both palm branch and reed in a single 
day; 
15 the elders and dignitaries are the 
head, 
    the prophets who teach lies are the 
tail. 
16 Those who guide this people mislead 
them, 

    and those who are guided are led 
astray. 
17 Therefore the Lord will take no pleas-
ure in the young men, 
    nor will he pity the fatherless and wid-
ows, 
for everyone is ungodly and wicked, 
    every mouth speaks folly.  
Yet for all this, his anger is not turned 
away, 
    his hand is still upraised.  
18 Surely wickedness burns like a fire; 
    it consumes briers and thorns, 
it sets the forest thickets ablaze, 
    so that it rolls upward in a column of 
smoke. 
19 By the wrath of the LORD Almighty 
    the land will be scorched 
and the people will be fuel for the fire; 
    they will not spare one another. 
20 On the right they will devour, 
    but still be hungry; 
on the left they will eat, 
    but not be satisfied. 
Each will feed on the flesh of their own 
offspring[b]: 
21     Manasseh will feed on Ephraim, 
and Ephraim on Manasseh; 
    together they will turn against Judah.  
Yet for all this, his anger is not turned 
away, 
    his hand is still upraised.  
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