
MAC Update  

Sunday 27th December 2020 
Knowing Christ,  

Growing in Christ,  

Showing Christ to the World 

  2020 - A Most Unusual Year 

It is not often that the whole world is impacted by a specific event. Covid-19 
has done that. And while much of the effect has been difficult and a struggle 
for almost everyone, these times have also yielded much benefit. 
 

We know the difficulties we have faced - the anxiety, lockdown, learning 
zoom, restrictions on travel and having people in your home, church with no 
singing, and wearing masks - and no mingling!   For many of us so many 
plans had to be sidelined and even then revised plans were constantly being 
changed - this alone caused many frustration.   
 

And the impact of Covid in Australia (and New Zealand) was mild compared 
to the devastating effects through much of the rest of the world.   Our TV 
screens so often filled with people in PPE, the countless graves and constant 
recording and announcing of ever growing statistics.   
 

And yet through all this many positive outcomes were observed - we           
witnessed bold decisions of the Australian Government to protect jobs with 
JobKeeper, and associated packages.   The world united in attempts to      
discover a vaccine in record time.   We saw families with more time together; 
fewer cars on the road, reduction in air pollution across the world.   Zoom 
opened up new possibilities and opportunities - Matthew lead several courses 
of Christianity Explored and people who have never entered a church have 
listened to zoom Services.   Some of our Missionaries reported zoom being 
used for Bible Study groups and seeing students become Christians.    
 

On a personal level, Covid lead many of us to discover an ability to adapt to 
new situations and changing conditions; we dug deeper into our personal    
reserves and learnt new skills.   Covid lead many of us to times of increased 
prayer and an awareness of our reliance and dependence on God.   These 
times of turmoil and anxiety lead us to a fresh awareness of our dependance 
on God; and an awareness of our own inability to control situations and      
circumstances.   We are limited.   We don’t like to be confronted by our own 
weakness.    
 

Through all of this God is Sovereign - He rules our world.   Always, and all the 
time.   So often God uses the events of the world to highlight our limitations, 
our frailties, our inability to be self-reliant, our need to be sustained, our     
brokenness; our need to be rescued.   Our need to know Him.   The One who 
gives life.   Who created us.   The God who knows us.    
 



… continued from front  

Brooks-Lloyds’ Farewell 

The Brooks-Lloyd’s final service and farewell is this evening at 
6:30pm after the 5pm service. You must register to attend the   
farewell. Pizza and ice-cream will be provided as we say good-bye. 

 

Michael’s Farewell 

Sunday, January 10th will be Michael’s last day and we will farewell him at each  
service on that day.    

If you would like to contribute to a gift, please place money in an envelope with his 
name written on the front and place it in the collection box, all monies collected will 
be combined.   

Brooks-Lloyd's need help packing! 
It’s all happening on the 29th December!  If you are able to help, it would be much 
appreciated… Please contact Cathy on 0408329942 or Matthew on 0404329096. 
Thank you so much. 
Matthew, Cathy and kids  

Renovations to the Rectory 

From January 1st to 20th a number of renovations are being made to the rectory, 

in preparation for the arrival of the Sharp family. These projects include painting, 

replacing the kitchen cupboards and flooring, and work in the garden. If you would 

like to assist with the removal of the old kitchen, painting, general repairs or      

gardening, please contact Steve Dunn on 0402029336. 

Because he knew our need, God sent a Saviour - Christ the Lord.   He is the 
Saviour we need and the Lord we can trust.   Covid has given us the oppor-
tunity to step back, to realise our inadequacy and to realise that we are       
dependent creatures.    
 

Why not take the time now to reflect on both the struggles you have had 
through Covid, and what you have learnt about yourself through this time.   
What have you noticed about others?   How has this time of Covid affected 
your own relationship with God?   How can you take the things you have 
learnt into next year?   In what ways has Covid made you appreciate even 
more the blessings God has given you in Christ?    
 

Take some time to pray about these matters now. 
 

Michael Blake, Acting Rector  



   Save the Date 

There will be a commencement service for Rob Sharp on Saturday, 7th of February 

at 2pm. Please register if you would like to attend, either by the above QR Code or 

by contacting the office.  

Revised Service Times in 2021 
From January 10 our new Service times are as follows: 
 7:45am - Service of Word and Prayer with Lord’s Supper on 2nd and 4th   

Sundays; 
 9:30am - Contemporary Service with Lord’s Supper on the 2nd Sunday; 
 11:15am - Service of Word and Prayer with Lord’s Supper on 2nd and 4th 

Sundays; 
 5pm - Contemporary Service with Lord’s Supper on the second Sunday. 
 

Please read below about the service on January 3rd.  
 

Masks, Singing and Church 
Revised Public Health Orders mean wearing of masks is optional and we may 

now sing at church. If you intend to sing we are asked to do so modestly and   
preferably wear a mask as well. If you don’t want to wear a mask please sing   
softly. In considering this, please exercise due regard for the welfare of others in 
the Service and their own health concerns.   

 

Sunday Church 3rd January and CMS Summer School 
On Sunday 3rd January we’ll have a very different Service. Instead of our usual 
Services at 8, 10 and 12, we’ll meet in the Auditorium for a combined Service 9am 
to 11:30am. During this time we’ll join the CMS Summer School Livestream. This 
will be a time of hearing from the Bible, a talk and, after morning tea, we’ll hear of 
God’s work in another part of the world through CMS. With no children’s program, 
please bring some quiet activity for your children.    
Please use the QR code above to register, or phone/email the church office and 
leave your name and details. Please aim to arrive around 8:45am. 
We will continue to join the CMS Summer School Livestream from 9am to 
11:30am, Monday to Thursday. We invite you to join us. The program will involve: 
singing, Notices, Bible Reading, Bible Talk (Sermon on the Mount) morning tea 
(10:30 to 10:45) and Missionary sessions (10:45 to 11:30am). We’ll have a time to 
pray together after 11:30. The same program will run from Sunday to Thursday, 
with a different Bible Talk and Missionary sessions each day.    
Please register for each day you’d like to attend.    

Michael Blake, Acting Rector 



Church Banking details:  
National Australia  Bank 

 BSB : 082 711   
Account No: 509 786 018  

 

Christmas:  Despite uncertainty because of COVID, we give praise that 
Christians worldwide have been able to worship our Saviour, whether in 
church buildings;  online;  or persecuted Christians in  “underground 
churches.”  Pray that many, who rarely come to church, who heard the 
Gospel, will respond to the call of Jesus.  

Our MAC Family:  Thank God that we at MAC can meet both at Church 
or via technology.  Thank God for Michael, Matthew, and Rochelle:   
faithful shepherds who have led us in a difficult year; pray for Matthew 
and Cathy’s farewell; and  that God will use them mightily in their next 
phase of ministry.  Pray for  the many who find the Christmas season 
difficult because of the loss of loved ones; illness; “lockdown.” Thank 
God for our children and  youth who are growing up knowing Jesus and 
wanting to serve Him.   

“The Word of God is not bound.”  Pray that COVID will not hinder the 
main meetings of CMS Summer School; thank God for livestreaming here 
at MAC:  Sunday-Thursday; pray that many of us will be challenged to 
long for; and pray for, “a world that knows Jesus.”    Link Missionaries: 
Pray for Gary and Julie Haddon in Chile, separated from their two older 
daughters.  With 2 bookings home already cancelled; pray that they will 
be able to get home; and thank God that while in lockdown for most of 
the year; they constantly equipped leaders in the Chilean Church for 
ministry.   Pray for fruitful Christmas ministry.           Steven and Julia 
Mackenzie: Thank God for the creative ways in which Steve maintained 
contact with students: pray that, as he becomes a TESL student, he will 
be free to be on campus and interacting with other students.  Pray for 
Margaret, unable to host the Christmas Dinner; so going on a visiting 
“blitz” with “Toys and Tucker” from Anglicare and then reading or telling 
Bible       stories.  Thank God for Anglicare.   

 

Honorary Assistant Minister:  
 

Rev. Dr. Ian Pennicook  

MINISTERS: All regular members of the congregation. 
MINISTRY STAFF: 

Acting Rector:  Michael Blake 
0418 415 097 Sundays, Wednesdays & Fridays 

E: m.blake51@gmail.com 
Assistant Minister: Matthew Brooks-Lloyd 
0404 329 096  E: mbrookslloyd@gmail.com 

Children & Youth Minister: Rochelle Fussell 
0439 455 005     E:  rf@mittang.com.au 

  Office : Kathy Crawshaw & Anna Chapman 
Church Office: 4871 1947     E: office@mittang.com.au     


