
MAC Update  

Sunday 10th January 2021 
Knowing Christ,  

Growing in Christ,  

Showing Christ to the World 

Challenges Faced, Opportunities Anticipated. 
“Be holy, because I am holy.”  In his first letter, the Apostle Peter quotes these 

words spoken by God three times in Leviticus (11:44, 45, 19:2 and 20:7). 
These words set the goal or objective for our life. As we come to the end of 
one year, and a new one commences, these words give us a basis to con-
sider how we lived in 2020 - how we met and addressed the various chal-
lenges we faced - and weren’t  there many! We have an occasion to exam-
ine our own lives and reflect on what we did well, what needs to change and 
how we can bring that about. Peter’s first letter provides us with a framework 
to consider ourselves and our lives in the light of God’s word. In Peter’s first 
letter he opens with a reminder of who we are, then what God has done for 
us, and thirdly, the response this calls for from us. 

Who we are (1 Peter 1:1-2). Peter is writing to those who have “come to Jesus” 
the Living stone (2:4) and who perceive that Jesus is precious. Others who 
heard the message of Jesus disobeyed and rejected him. Peter reminds his 
readers that they are God’s elect, chosen by God. He means each of them 
has been chosen individually by God - chosen for a purpose. That the Spirit 
would so work in them, setting them apart from others for obedience to Je-
sus as Lord and for sprinkling with his blood (1:1-2). Those who love and 
serve Jesus are “a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peo-
ple belonging to God.” (2:9).    

Take some time to stop and consider what God says about you. How does he see 
you? Not how do you feel about yourself - but what does God say about 
you?    

Second, what God has done for us (1 Peter 1:3-12). God has given you “new birth 
into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and 
into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade, kept in heaven for 
you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power.” (1:3-5). By his Spirit, 
God has given you spiritual birth and enabled you to perceive who Jesus is 
and the meaning of his sacrificial death which “redeems” you - which res-
cues you from God’s condemnation of those who ignore or reject Jesus. You 
and I deserved that same condemnation, but Jesus redeemed and rescued 



… continued from front  

Michael’s Last Day Today 

Today is Michael’s last day as Acting Rector. Each service will give it's own 
small farewell, with a farewell lunch being held after the 11:15am service 
(approx.12:15). 
Unfortunately, due to Covid, numbers are limited to 45 people, and regis-
tration is required prior to the event. If you would like to attend the 
lunch, please phone Elley on 0427 358 157.   

us by standing in our place and suffering the judgement you and I deserved, 
so we received “the salvation of our souls” (1:9).    

Take some time to stop and consider what this tells you about God. Who can you 
thank for your salvation? Pause, and take some time to tell God how you re-
spond to what he has done for you. 

  Third, the response this calls for from us (1 Peter 1:13-2:3). Verses 13-16 show 
that our response is to be the result of considered thought: “prepare your 
minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be re-
vealed. As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had 
when you lived in ignorance. But just as he who called you is holy, so be ho-
ly in all that you do.”    

Over the last year, how have the events in your life challenged your self-control: 
how did the ‘hope’ God has given us help you address the anxieties you 
faced?   What could you do to raise the influence this hope could have in 
how we live day by day? Could those around you - both those who love Je-
sus and those who don’t know him - tell that your hope provided you with a 
confidence which pointed them to Jesus? 

Over this coming year, what steps can you take to help strengthen, develop and 
establish your desire to “be holy”, setting your desires fully on the hope to 
be revealed? Pray about this now. 

HOLIDAY CLUB 

Infants and primary aged children are 

welcome to join in the Holiday Club in 

the Auditorium during the 9:30am ser-

vice. This will be running this week and 

next week, with usual children's and teen programs commencing on the 24th 

January. 



   Rob’s Commencement Service 

There will be a commencement service for Rob Sharp on Satur-

day, 6th of February at 2pm. Please register if you would like to 

attend, either by the above QR Code or by contacting the office.  

Renovations to the Rectory 

From January 1st to 20th a number of renovations are being made to the recto-

ry, in preparation for the arrival of the Sharp family. These projects include 

painting, replacing the kitchen cupboards and flooring, and work in the garden. 

If you would like to assist with the removal of the old kitchen, painting, general 

repairs or gardening, please contact Steve Dunn on 0402029336. 

Revised Service Times in 2021 
From January 10 our new Service times are as follows: 
 7:45am - Service of Word and Prayer with Lord’s Supper on 2nd and 4th   

Sundays; 
 9:30am - Contemporary Service with Lord’s Supper on the 2nd Sunday; 
 11:15am - Service of Word and Prayer with Lord’s Supper on 2nd and 4th 

Sundays; 
 5pm - Contemporary Service with Lord’s Supper on the second Sunday. 
 

 
Michael Blake, Acting Rector 

We strongly advise wearing a 
mask. We need to pay special at-
tention to avoid mingling - please 
sit at tables in the foyer. Paying 
attention to these matters is a val-
uable and real expression of your 
love and concern for others.   
Please remember that if you’re 
wearing a mask you  need to re-
frain from touching it once it’s on 
your face. 



Church Banking details:  
National Australia  Bank 

 BSB : 082 711   
Account No: 509 786 018  

 

 

Honorary Assistant Minister:  
 

Rev. Dr. Ian Pennicook  

MINISTERS: All regular members of the congregation. 
MINISTRY STAFF: 

Acting Rector:  Michael Blake 
0418 415 097 Sundays, Wednesdays & Fridays 

E: m.blake51@gmail.com 
Children & Youth Minister: Rochelle Fussell 

0439 455 005     E:  rf@mittang.com.au 
  Office : Kathy Crawshaw & Anna Chapman 

Church Office: 4871 1947     E: office@mittang.com.au     

Prayers... 

In this week of CMS summer school, let us especially remember 

the words of Jesus: 

Then he said to his disciples, “the harvest is plentiful, but the la-

bourers are few.  Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out 

workers into his harvest”.     Matthew : 9 vs 37 & 38 

As many of us have enjoyed sessions from CMS summer school,  

give thanks for the work of the many missionaries from CMS 

working in Africa.   In particular Graham and Wendy Toulmin who 

have over the past 35 years, established a number of dental clin-

ics in DR Congo. 

Pray for the ongoing work of CMS missionaries in all parts of the 

world, asking that the Lord will use them to draw people to Jesus. 

Give thanks for the ministry of Michael here at St Stephens over 

the past year.  Pray for him and his family as he moves from Mit-

tagong that the Lord will continue to use his gifts of ministry for 

His glory. 

Pray for Rob Sharpe and family as they prepare to shift to Mitta-

gong,  that they may find a loving reception here at St Stephens.   

Give thanks for the team preparing the rectory for their arrival. 

Pray for Ian Pennicook suffering from pneumonia that he may 

soon be home and make a full recovery. 

Give thanks for our state government health workers managing 

the effects of the Covid 19 outbreak and pray that they may suc-

cessfully bring it under control. 


