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1 John 4: 7-12 

(NIV) 

 

7 
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. 

Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows 

God. 
8 
Whoever does not love does not know God, because God 

is love. 
9 
This is how God showed his love among us: He sent 

his one and only Son into the world that we might live through 

him. 
10 

This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved 

us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
11 

Dear 

friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one anoth-

er. 
12 

No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God 

lives in us and his love is made complete in us.  

 

 

The Perfection of Love 

 

1 Cor. 13:1-13  

True and no doubt popular at weddings etc., but it has very little 

to do with that sort of emotional celebration. This leads us into 

the   reality of what the scriptures show us. 

 
Verses 4-7  
Why is love patient etc.? How is it that ‘Love never ends’?  



1 John 3:7-12  

‘Love is from God’. We cannot know God and without knowing him 

in his fulness. Not merely that we should be nice to each other 

(though that would be pretty good, wouldn’t it?), but love is the 

flowing of the depths of the being of God himself into us.   

(1 Cor. 2:9-10) 

 

Verse 12  

God’s depths  are not merely his feelings  but his eternal action: 

 

Jeremiah 31:1-7 An everlasting love. A purpose that cannot be 

thwarted. Eph. 1:3-4  -  2 Peter 1:3-4 ‘Participants in the divine   

nature’. Brought into the divine family. So, if God is love, what 

would you expect to see flowing among the people of God?  

John 16:36-37 ‘The Father himself loves you’. It is his love which 

flows. From the Spirit (Romans 8:26-27 ) and the Son (Romans 

8.28, 31-35). The Father, Son and Spirit continually move out to us  

in love (Romans 8:35-39).  

 

Love perfected – brought to its goal, so 1 John 3:1 See what   

manner of love the Father has bestowed that we should be called    

children of God and that is what we are! 

 

Rev. 2:2-4 A final matter to be considered Have we abandoned 

our first love, let it grow dry and mechanical? Is it now love on our 

terms?  

‘Peter: ‘Do you love me?’ So John 13:34-35. Then be filled with 

his love – know its perfection in us 

 

 

 



The rich joy of participation in the divine family. Because ‘this is 

love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son 

to bear the horrors of guilt so that we might know the perfection of 

his love. 



 
Jeremiah 31:1-7 

(NIV)
 

 
 

31 “At that time,” declares the Lord, “I will be the God of all 
the families of Israel, and they will be my people.” 

2 
This is what the Lord says: 

“The people who survive the sword 
    will find favour in the wilderness; 
    I will come to give rest to Israel.” 

3 
The Lord appeared to us in the past, saying: 

“I have loved you with an everlasting love; 
    I have drawn you with unfailing kindness. 
4 
I will build you up again, 

    and you, Virgin Israel, will be rebuilt. 
Again you will take up your timbrels 
    and go out to dance with the joyful. 
5 
Again you will plant vineyards 

    on the hills of Samaria; 
the farmers will plant them 
    and enjoy their fruit. 
6 
There will be a day when watchmen cry out 

    on the hills of Ephraim, 
‘Come, let us go up to Zion, 
    to the Lord our God.’” 

7 
This is what the Lord says: 

“Sing with joy for Jacob; 
    shout for the foremost of the nations. 
Make your praises heard, and say, 
    ‘Lord, save your people, 
    the remnant of Israel.’ 

 

 


