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6 When word came to Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem the Arab and the 

rest of our enemies that I had rebuilt the wall and not a gap was left in 

it—though up to that time I had not set the doors in the gates—

 
2 
Sanballat and Geshem sent me this message: “Come, let us meet 

together in one of the villages on the plain of Ono.” 

But they were scheming to harm me; 
3 
so I sent messengers to them 

with this reply: “I am carrying on a great project and cannot go down. 

Why should the work stop while I leave it and go down to you?” 
4 
Four 

times they sent me the same message, and each time I gave them the 

same answer. 
5 
Then, the fifth time, Sanballat sent his aide to me with the same 

message, and in his hand was an unsealed letter 
6 
in which was 

written: 

“It is reported among the nations—and Geshem says it is true—that 

you and the Jews are plotting to revolt, and therefore you are building 

the wall. Moreover, according to these reports you are about to 

become their king 
7 
and have even appointed prophets to make this 

proclamation about you in Jerusalem: ‘There is a king in Judah!’ Now 

this report will get back to the king; so come, let us meet together.” 
8 
I sent him this reply: “Nothing like what you are saying is happening; 

you are just making it up out of your head.” 
9 
They were all trying to frighten us, thinking, “Their hands will get too 

weak for the work, and it will not be completed.” 

But I prayed, “Now strengthen my hands.” 
10 

One day I went to the house of Shemaiah son of Delaiah, the son of 

Mehetabel, who was shut in at his home. He said, “Let us meet in the 

house of God, inside the temple, and let us close the temple doors, 

because men are coming to kill you—by night they are coming to kill 

you.” 
11 

But I said, “Should a man like me run away? Or should someone like 

me go into the temple to save his life? I will not go!” 
12 

I realized that 



(continued from front) 

God had not sent him, but that he had prophesied against me because 

Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. 
13 

He had been hired to intimidate 

me so that I would commit a sin by doing this, and then they would give 

me a bad name to discredit me. 
14 

Remember Tobiah and Sanballat, my God, because of what they 

have done; remember also the prophet Noadiah and how she and the 

rest of the prophets have been trying to intimidate me. 
15 

So the wall 

was completed on the twenty-fifth of Elul, in fifty-two days. 
16 

When all our enemies heard about this, all the surrounding nations 

were afraid and lost their self-confidence, because they realized that 

this work had been done with the help of our God. 
17 

Also, in those days the nobles of Judah were sending many letters to 

Tobiah, and replies from Tobiah kept coming to them. 
18 

For many in 

Judah were under oath to him, since he was son-in-law to Shekaniah 

son of Arah, and his son Jehohanan had married the daughter of 

Meshullam son of Berekiah. 
19 

Moreover, they kept reporting to me his 

good deeds and then telling him what I said. And Tobiah sent letters to 

intimidate me. 

7 After the wall had been rebuilt and I had set the doors in place, the 

gatekeepers, the musicians and the Levites were appointed. 
2 
I put in 

charge of Jerusalem my brother Hanani, along with Hananiah the 

commander of the citadel, because he was a man of integrity and 

feared God more than most people do. 
3 
I said to them, “The gates of 

Jerusalem are not to be opened until the sun is hot. While the 

gatekeepers are still on duty, have them shut the doors and bar them. 

Also appoint residents of Jerusalem as guards, some at their posts and 

some near their own houses.” 
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Acts 2:25-47 
(NIV) 

25 David said about him: 
“‘I saw the Lord always before me. 
    Because he is at my right hand, 
    I will not be shaken. 
26 Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; 
    my body also will rest in hope, 
27 because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, 
    you will not let your holy one see decay. 
28 You have made known to me the paths of life; 
    you will fill me with joy in your presence.’ 
29 “Fellow Israelites, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and 
was buried, and his tomb is here to this day. 30 But he was a prophet and knew 
that God had promised him on oath that he would place one of his 
descendants on his throne. 31 Seeing what was to come, he spoke of the 
resurrection of the Messiah, that he was not abandoned to the realm of the 
dead, nor did his body see decay. 32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we 
are all witnesses of it. 33 Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received 
from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now 
see and hear. 34 For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said, 
“‘The Lord said to my Lord: 
    “Sit at my right hand 
35 until I make your enemies 
    a footstool for your feet.”’ 
36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom 
you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.” 
37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter 
and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 
38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are 
far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” 
40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save 
yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 Those who accepted his message 
were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day. 

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many 
wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were 
together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and 
possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to 
meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate 
together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor 
of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were 
being saved. 


