
Suffering and a Sovereign God 

This Saturday, the 11th of September, America will remember the 
terrorist attacks in 2001. Like many of you, I can remember vividly my 
first visions of the attacks on TV.  American Pastor, John 
Piper, preached on the first anniversary of the September 11 attacks 
from Romans 8:35-39. I found it a very helpful sermon to think 
through suffering and the sovereignty of God. As the world is in the 
grip of a pandemic, it’s important that we remember God is sovereign. 
The link to the sermon is below.  

In the sermon John speaks about a woman named Lisa Beamer. I 
was greatly encouraged as I read about the faith of Lisa, a christian 
woman, whose husband died on United Airlines Flight 93. The lessons 
we can learn from Lisa about trusting God in the midst of suffering are 
truly powerful. I strongly encourage you to read this inspiring and 
helpful article.  

Lessons learnt from Lisa Beamer: 

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/lessons-from-lisa 

Listen to or read John Pipers sermon: 

https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/nothing-can-separate-us-from-
the-love-of-christ 

Romans 8:35-39 
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or 

persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written: 

“For your sake we face death all day long; we 
are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37 No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us. 38 
For I am convinced that neither death nor 
life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 
neither height nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 

 

Alive with Christ 

Rob Sharp 
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Wollongong Regional 

Prayer Diary 

 

1 September to 30 November 

Ask Kathy at the Church office for a copy.  

Due to COVID, we are unable to meet in 

person. However, it is important that we 

continue to strengthen each other, and 

our faith, during these times. Meeting via 

Zoom is a great way for us to do so. If 

you need more information contact your leader or the Church 

office. If you would like to join a Growth Group or you want more 

information email info@mittang.com.au    

September Psalm Challenge 

Let’s encourage each other by 

sharing what we’re discovering 

about God or how we’re deepening 

our faith or a verse we’re delighting 

in the most from Psalm 8. 

Please share a sentence or two or a 

picture to office@mittang.com.au  

Sermon Stroll  
As we are only able to exercise with one 

other, we are encouraging all to take a 
stroll and discuss the weeks sermon. 

How have you been  
challenged/comforted/changed?  



Vision Prayer (Ephesians 2:4-5) 

 Heavenly Father, great is your love and rich is your 
mercy; you have made us alive with Christ when we 
were dead in sin. Help us to be passionately alive with 
Christ in our homes and the Highlands, in all our 
gatherings and about taking the gospel to 
the world, so the immeasurable riches of 
your grace to us in Christ are made known.  

Our prayer network emailing is 

available to all. If you would like to receive 

specific prayer for something or someone, 

send your request to:  

prayernetwork@mittang.com.au  

Request to join the prayer team, using the same email. 

 Currently meeting via Zoom,  

Friday mornings, 10 to 11am  

If you would like to join us, email the Church 

office: office@mittang.com.au 

Lifting our Voices to God 
Let's together lift our voices to 

God - in prayer, song and 
response! Our Archbishop, 

Kanishka Raffel will give a short 
message. Livestreaming at 7:00 
till 8:00pm on Wednesday 22nd 

September 2021 

Hello to MAC 
It’s been so great hearing 
members of MAC say “Hello to 
MAC”. It’s a valuable way to 
connect with each other while 
in lockdown. If you are willing 
and able to say “Hello to MAC” 
please contact Rob 
(snrminister@mittang.com.au). 
You can record it yourself or 
Rob can record you on Zoom. 

mailto:snrminister@mittang.com.au


Psalm 8:1 Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!  
You have set your glory  in the heavens. 

World: Those who mourn due to the 9/11 attacks, COVID deaths and in 
Afghanistan; Federal and State leaders to lead our country wisely and with 
compassion for the vulnerable. May they speak the truth and have integrity.  

 Pray for HSC students and their families as they navigate the exam 
timetable and the many uncertainties.  

Know Christ:  Online services - give thanks for those who are serving so we 
can meet God in his word and respond with prayer and praises.  

 The September Psalm Challenge - we would discover news truths about 
God, grow deeper faith in God and to delight in God’s word.  

Grow in Christ:  Give thanks for Growth Group leaders as they meet 
over Zoom or other ways.  Pray that GG members would support one another 
and grow together to be more like Jesus.  
Connect with Christ:  Pray that our members would join the online 
congregation catch ups, to be built up in their faith as they discuss the sermon 
and to be supported through prayer times. 

 Pray for those feeling lonely or not connected into our community to 
reach out and to be contacted by MAC members. Pray for our Pastoral 
Care team to be used by God.  

Serve Christ:  All of our ministries can ’t happen either at all or in a 
modified way, so pray for the teams to trust in you and to see the 
opportunities you are giving to serve Christ. 

 Pray that each of us would look for opportunities to serve Christ, rather 
than get self focused in the lockdown. 

Share Christ:  Many people’s lives are disrupted and they are feeling afraid 
or frustrated, so pray that God would use this time to reveal himself as the 
one to provide peace and joy. 

 Pray for God to help us to see the doors he’s opening and the courage 
to walk through them to share Christ. (Col 4:3-6) 

MAC Finances:  Praise God for his provision through our partnership, to 
sustain the vision and mission of MAC.  

 Pray for God to move us to generous giving so we can know more joy in 
generosity and increase the ministry staff to see more people made alive 
with Christ. 

Ministers: All partners in the gospel at MAC.  

MINISTRY STAFF: 

Senior Minister:  Rob Sharp  

 4871 1947 or  after hours 4871 2712 
 E: snrminister@mittang.com.au  
Children & Youth Minister: Rochelle Fussell 
 0439 455 005     E:  r f@mit tang.com.au  

Office: Kathy Crawshaw 10am - 2pm; Mon/Wed - Fri  
Church Office: 4871 1947     E: office@mittang.com.au 

@mittagonganglican 

Church Banking details:  
National Australia  Bank 

 BSB : 082 711   
Account No: 509 786 018 
St Stephens Missionary 

Fellowship Account:  
NAB - BSB : 082 711   

Account No: 509 787 387 


