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Luke 8:1-21 
(NIV) 

8 After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village 

to another, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of 

God. The Twelve were with him, 
2
 and also some women who 

had been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called 

Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come 

out; 
3
 Joanna the wife of Chuza, the manager of 

Herod’s household; Susanna; and many others. These 

women were helping to support them out of their own means. 
4
 While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming 

to Jesus from town after town, he told this parable: 
5
 “A 

farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the 

seed, some fell along the path; it was trampled on, and the 

birds ate it up. 
6
 Some fell on rocky ground, and when it came 

up, the plants withered because they had no 

moisture. 
7
 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up with 

it and choked the plants. 
8
 Still other seed fell on good soil. It 

came up and yielded a crop, a hundred times more than was 

sown.” When he said this, he called out, “Whoever has ears 

to hear, let them hear.” 
9
 His disciples asked him what this parable meant. 

10
 He 

said, “The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God 

has been given to you, but to others I speak in parables, so 

that, “‘though seeing, they may not see; 

    though hearing, they may not understand.’ 
11

 “This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of 

God. 
12 

Those along the path are the ones who hear, and 

then the devil comes and takes away the word from their 



hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. 
13 

Those on 

the rocky ground are the ones who receive the word with joy 

when they hear it, but they have no root. They believe for a 

while, but in the time of testing they fall away. 
14 

The seed that 

fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on 

their way they are choked by life’s worries, riches and 

pleasures, and they do not mature. 
15 

But the seed on good 

soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the 

word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop. 

A Lamp on a Stand 
16 

“No one lights a lamp and hides it in a clay jar or puts it 

under a bed. Instead, they put it on a stand, so that those who 

come in can see the light. 
17 

For there is nothing hidden that 

will not be disclosed, and nothing concealed that will not be 

known or brought out into the open. 
18 

Therefore consider 

carefully how you listen. Whoever has will be given more; 

whoever does not have, even what they think they have will be 

taken from them.” 

Jesus’ Mother and Brothers 
19 

Now Jesus’ mother and brothers came to see him, but they 

were not able to get near him because of the 

crowd. 
20 

Someone told him, “Your mother and brothers are 

standing outside, wanting to see you.” 
21 

He replied, “My mother and brothers are those who hear 

God’s word and put it into practice.” 
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Listening to Jesus’ word is the only way  

to grow and persevere.  



Psalm 27 
(NIV) 

 

1 
The Lord is my light and my 
salvation— 
    whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of 
my life— 
    of whom shall I be afraid? 

2 
When the wicked advance 
against me 
    to devour me, 
it is my enemies and my foes 
    who will stumble and fall. 

3 
Though an army besiege me, 
    my heart will not fear; 
though war break out against 
me, 
    even then I will be confident. 

4 
One thing I ask from the Lord, 
    this only do I seek: 
that I may dwell in the house of 
the Lord 
    all the days of my life, 
to gaze on the beauty of 
the Lord 
    and to seek him in his 
temple. 

5 
For in the day of trouble 
    he will keep me safe in his 
dwelling; 
he will hide me in the shelter of 
his sacred tent 
    and set me high upon a rock. 

6 
Then my head will be exalted 
    above the enemies who 
surround me; 
at his sacred tent I will 
sacrifice with shouts of joy; 
    I will sing and make music to 
the Lord. 

 
 
7 
Hear my voice when I 
call, Lord;  be merciful to me 
and answer me. 
8 
My heart says of you, “Seek 

his face!” 
    Your face, Lord, I will seek. 
9 
Do not hide your face from 

me, 
    do not turn your servant 
away in anger; 
    you have been my helper. 
Do not reject me or forsake me, 
    God my Savior. 
10 

Though my father and mother 
forsake me, 
    the Lord will receive me. 
11 

Teach me your way, Lord; 
    lead me in a straight path 
    because of my oppressors. 
12 

Do not turn me over to the 
desire of my foes, 
    for false witnesses rise up 
against me, 
    spouting malicious 
accusations. 

13 
I remain confident of this: 

    I will see the goodness of 
the Lord 
    in the land of the living. 
14 

Wait for the Lord; 
    be strong and take heart 
    and wait for the Lord. 

 


